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' Coughlin Sets Up Armed “Minute Men” Units in East 
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' Moratorium on Political Jockeyine | 
Needed to Help Feed U.S. Hungry 


Johnny stuffed the newspaper into the stove, kicked the empty coal box, anc 
idi.ae of Cleve 70 
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jing them useful public work... 
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| 
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| 
| 
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7 


| man 


|a nation” 
{millions of 
| jo 
| American 








swore as the bursting tlame threw glaring light on the streamer hez 


land’s leading daily: “Congress Session 


Old man Joad looked at the roof of his Okie cabin and wondered if a bundled 
; up copy of the Los Angeles Times could keep the infernal rain out of the shack. 


He chanced it anyway. No news worth reading 


‘ust a headline... Congress Opens, Plans... 


twenty million homes, from Sutton Place 

the third floor back of a ’Frisco boarding 
house, the American people heard President 
Roosevelt tell them that even his reforms had 
.ailed to “employ the surplus of our labor which 
‘> efficiency of our industrial processes had 

ited.” 

leveland reliever, California Okie, southern 
ant farmer,—they heard those and 
w that they meant more months of hunger, 

h, sick shredded clothing and a 
acking morale unless the Congress that 
id just opened got off its political haunches 


words 


babies, 


nd began digging into the job to which it was 
lected. 

Ten, twelve, fourteen million jobless heard 
hat the “number of unemployed has decreased 
(very greatly) while their immediate needs for 
food and clothing—as far as the Federal Gov- 
ernment is concerned—have been largely met, 
while their morale has been kept alive by giv- 
” And then as a 
bloe they turned around and asked, “Who, me?” 

The President tried. It’s that 
the editors of The New Leader think Roosevelt 
one of the greatest this has 
produced, despite his party affiliation. 
make a movement; 
idealism, one man’s striving for the “one third of 
feed, clothe, and house the 
jobless. Roosevelt has good 
revolutionized, the 


He 


progressive standards of public relief, 


has no secret 
nation 
Sut 


man’s 


leaders 
one 
doesn’t one 
doesn’t 
done a 


} 


b. He to a degree, 


has 

philosophy yt rovernment, 
has set 
labor relations, public health 
which even the ebullient G. O. 


and housing, from 
Fr: hopefuls can't 
retreat. 

But it isn’t enough. He has been sabotaged by 


, 


Opens. 














his own party, and the men of other parties who 
were elected to care for the people during the 
howling thirties. As a hypocritical epitaaph to 
the there should be written on the 
tombstone of 1939 Governor Bricker’s politically 
myopa and his statement that “Nobody 
starves in Ohio.” And beneath it should 
etched the report which spoke on insanity, dis- 
ease, and death amid starvation in Cleveland, 
Toledo, Cincinnati 

Cherubie 1940 sits hopefully on the wide stairs 
of the capitol hoping for a Congressional mir- 
acle. But it won't come. The odds are greater 
than the Finns. After all, the 
cigar chewing Congressman from points west 
will tell you, why should we take time out of 
a presidential campaign year for something as 
We'll those votes 


decade 


sired 


be 


those against 


unimportant as relief? 
anyway. 


get 


And so begins the political jockeying. Garner 
will be built up, and minority leader Martin 
his G.O.P. troubles. And “political 
to somebody other” will tell 
you that there must be a swing to the right 
or where will the campaign funds come from? 
And anyway, why experiment with reforms this 


year? 


has own 


cireles close or 


Hunger, like death, takes no holiday. Cleve- 
land can’t wait until the safe political year of 
i941. You may be able to stretch one meal over 
two days in Ohio, or in the sharecropper sector, 
or in Okie land, or in the nation’s slums, 
to 


Dut not 
eat for a year—the wise mone y says not 
even Senator Taft can balance that food budget. 
And to live, 
much needed doctor, or warm clothes, that must 


then there’s a clean place oi 


come from somewhere. 
And Congress can do it. It must, or the people 
1940, 


political expediency can 


Political machines and 


be scuttled; some 


will turn it out in 


one 


should tell Congress it represents 130,000,000 | 
people. j 
And its time the electorate tells its legislators | 
to come through... or else go back to a well | 
deserved obscurity. We still have a free and! 
peaceful means to help ourselves, and nothing | 
can seare the budging vest off a sedentary Re-| 
presentative as much as the threat. that he’ll be 
turned out of office. 
There was in the President’s speech a par- | 
ticularly important passage. We quote it. It} 
should be heeded by all who can help ... and| 
don’t. 
Said Roosevelt: 
“You are well aware that dictatorships—and 
the philosophy of force which justifies and 
companies dictatorships 


ac- 
have originated in al- 
for 
action to improve internal conditions where demo- 
cratic action for 


most every case in the necessity drastic 


has 
failed to respond to modern needs and modern 
demands.” 


one reason or another 














Behind Europe’s Fronts 
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May Try to Recoup Prestige 


By Invasion of Earthquake-torn Turkey 


already broken by something else, no competition but hawks 


but horror and destruction. 
with 


in 


assume that Joe will join 
Stalin’s 
trophe 


There's a fresh corpse lying around 


By WILLI SCHLAMM 


in Europe—what 


a temptation for Joe! Full pockets to be robbed, power to resist 
and hyenas—what a sweet climax to the thrilling Polish experience! 


Yet, watch Turkey! A merciless earthquake has devasted a country bordering on Soviet Russia, and that’s a green light 
for Joe the Ripper. He is already embarrassed, he needs quick and easy booty, he is eagerly asearch for a cheap drink to wash 
down his Finnish troubles. ; 

His appetite for Romania has been on the record a long time, but the cautious killer was afraid of Turkey, Bucharest’s 
friend and neighbor. . 


Now the heavens have sent an earthquake. 


The 


and 


army is busy # 


Hunger misery have 


And it 


relief work. 
the nation. good guess to 

Students 
that a 
just the 


is a 


vaded 
them. of 
doubt 


presents 


strategy have no catas- 


like Turkey’s right 


opportunity for Russian intervention. 


qwere 
King 
Entente, 
burden. 


tomania 
Turkey. 
Balkan 
would of the 
Besides, Romania’s geographic position 


to 
that 
the 
part 


French 
the 


fellow 


English and guarantees 
based 


Carol's 


assumption 
in 


on 
member 


carry a decisive 


makes any type of aid from the western powers 
impossible without direct Turkish participation. 


in 
al 
to 


pe 


fe 


a! 


development of the Finnish miracle. 
has decided to concentrate Rh 
against 
material 


ne 
tr 
m 
pi 


vi 
ar 
OL 
a 
re 


st 
bi 
la 
ev 


sake of 


he 


vi 


id not be 


rident. 
ciently 
children of 


When, and if, Stalin believes that Turkey is 
no fight 
1 earthquake even the Red Army is something 


mood to (and in cooperation with 
fear), then we can expect, shortly thereafter, 
vduction of new evidence of Soviet Russia’s 
to 
id to preserve peace 
All that depends, of 


rvent desire liberate suppressed nations 
the further 
If Stalin 
issia’s full strength 
afford troops and 
And if he is 
imited concen- 
less than 
then 


‘ourse, on 


he 
against a 
yt convinced that 
ation of 180 millions against 
illion can polish off the murder, 
ck the grapes in the south. 

Now, the midst of 
ctories, is the time to 


cannot 


Finland, 
even corpse 


even the unl 
four 


he will 


Finnish 


illusions 


in unbelievable 


warn against 
Without direct 


Finland is 


accused of defeatism. 
ol 
that 
heroism. 


contribution 


and I 


itside 
yomed 


manpower 
make statement with full 
spect for Finnish 


With 


rategy, with calm resolution, with unparalleled 


It is just a matter of figures. marvelous 


Finnish troops are able to annihi- 
Finn. This is 


is mad and suffi- 


avery, the 
for 
the 


to pay 


invaders dead 

But if 
ruthless 
the 
killing 


te ten every 
invader 
with 4,000,000 de 
Fatherland” for 


Finn: 


ad 
Socialist the 
400,000 ye 
may uceceed. 


The 


ctory 


popular assumption of < final 
for an isolated Finland (“if she were 


supported by general sympathy and some war 


Turkey is terribly disorganized. 





material’) is based on the false premise that 
even a Stalin would be frightened by the pros- 
pect of victimizing millions of his own citizens 
for the sake of questionable prestige. But there 
is nothing to support this hypothesis. On the 
contrary, Stalin’s full evidence that 
he has habitually committed such crimes. 

To win finally against his adversaries within 
his party, Stalin saw it necessary, in 1932, to 
make the “collectivization of agriculture” a 
complete success. He knew then (everybody 
knew it) that Russia would have to pay for 
such “suecess” literally with millions of dead 
peasants. Stalin didn’t waste a moment. He is 
of you are told by those 
liberals’ who proudly admire this very 
ruthlessness of an ogre. Human beings? The 
You petty bourgeois! 

No, I do not see how there can be the slightest 
doubt that Stalin is completely willing to send 
1,000,000 Russians after another into the Fin- 
nish lakes. Haven't you seen the picture “Peter 
the Great,” propaganda 


record is 


a “man steel,” 


as 


strange 


» 


happiness of life? 


especially created 


picture depicting Stalin’s 
Haven't you understood 
brutal beyond all 


an 
own aims? 

that the “energy,” 
imagination, with which Czar 
Peter built Petersburg literally upon the 
bones of his is precisely Stalin’s own 
philosophy, his entire program? This chap will 
fill Finland’s of Russian 
youngsters, should be the only 


to 


St. 
soldie rs, 


lakes with the 


bodies 
f and when that 
bridges for the divisions 

I] know who Stalin 
more 


building 
follow. The world 
is. He has 


unimportant « 


means of 


killed mil issians for 
bjectis conquest oi 
Finland. 

Despite al] her bravery Finland is 


aid 


doomed 
—espe 


ally abroad. 400,000 isolated 


manpowe! iron 


ns may stroy 4,000,000 Stalin slaves, be 


they die themsel ve but Stalin, who w 
ppuy itial soldiers 


1) keeps 16,000,000 poter 

prisons, I 

mountains of rotting bodi nto Finland 

Utilizing 
} 


ra iperior 


advantages ar 
may 
months; but 1 t 
the 
manpower, Stalin can small 
k next can this year’ 


before 
(Continued on Page Seven) 


se by 
conquer tne country 


the winte repeat 


Wide territories are filled with nothing 


Jailed Chicago 
Rioters Linked 
To Radio Priest 


By VINCENT ROGERS 


Father Coughlin, in whose publications and 
speeches anti-Semitic references have recently 
been played down, is now benignly spreading 
his frock over an equally dangerous type of 
activity—the endorsement of armed vigilantism 
in New England. 

This news comes just as federal and local 
prosecutions are dispersing German-American 
Bund members and jailing fascist leaders. Fritz 
Kuhn may shortly be joined by his former 
lieutenant James Wheeler-Hill, who will be 
tried for perjury. Hill resigned his post with 
the Bund last week. 

There are now rumors that Wilhelm Kunze, 
cating fuehrer in place of the isolated Kuhn, 
may have charges lodged against him. In addi- 
tion, Silver Shirt chief William Dudly. Pelley 
still a fugitive. His assistants have been 
strangely quiet in the past month. It appears 
that the Federal government, in cooperation 
with local law enforcement bodies, has hit on 
a formul ato strike at totalitarian agents. In 
New York City more than one hundred Chris- 
tian Fronters have been jailed for anti-Semitic 
speeches. Prosecutions were brought by passers- 
by on the ground that these addresses incited 
to riot. 

Coughlin is smiling benevolently and 
is even urging his followers to cooperate with 
the “Minute Men of 1939,” so-called “citizens” 
groups trained in the use of arms to “cooperate 
police in putting down subversive up- 
risings.”” Many such groups are springing up 
throughout New England where Coughlin has 
his greatest strength. 


is 


now 


with 


Headquarters are in Boston. In coastal cities 
and deeper in New England, where “for Chris- 
tians only” signs greeted tourists this summer, 
rifle clubs are being organized reportedly under 
the supervision of local police officials. 

Coughlin’s magazine this the 
grounds that “citizens must be trained in han- 
dling firearms and may be ready, upon call, 
to assist in quelling any revolutionary disturb- 
ance.” A picket’ line has been known to be 
“a revolutionray disturbance” to New England 
factory owners. It can readily be seen how 
these vigilante gruops, many led by Coughlinite 
sympathizers, can be used against union organ- 


excuses on 


izing drives. 

The radio priest even boasts of police coopera- 
tion. He predicts that eventually some 30,000 
“sound and dependable” citizens will be enrolled 
in Minute Men groups throughout New England. 

“Efficient units” are now operating in Arling- 
ton and Belmont, Massachusetts, while in Ayre, 
of the same state, police are reported consider- 
ing organization of the American Legion as 
such a rifle group. 

In Worcester and Springfield plans are pushed 
to set up riflemen’s clubs in units of 100 men 
each. One member of the New England Police 
Chief’s Association stated that there might be 
“trouble” some time in January, and that in an 
“emergency the minute men would be called 
upon to aid in maintaining law and order.” 

Just who is going to revolt in Massachusetts 

(Continued on Page Seven) 


Roosevelt’s Message Spurs Aid 
To Allies, Hits Totalitarians 


By JAMES ONEAL 


In one of the shortest annual messages he has delivered, President Roosevelt, 
devoted primarily to the “impact of wars abroad” upon the United States, declared 
that the main increase in the public debt is due to “national defense,” and was sharp 
in his criticism of those who promise swift reemployment of the millions of unem- 


ployed workers. 


“The social and economic forces which 


resulted in revolution, dictatorship and 
Wal the 
struggling to adjust peacefully at home,” 
President, who followed by a criticism of 
think of the United States 
unit” with its “future 
wall of isolation while, outside, 
and the commerce and 
shattered.” 


have 


are same as those which we here are 


said 
the 
who 


those as a4 


“self-contained secure, 
le a high 
of civilization 


of mankind 


insic 
the rest 
culture are 
If the war abroad is our concern as much as 
involved, this does not mean 
we must get into it, but there is a differ- 
ence between keeping out and “pretending that 
is none of our business.” 


that of the people 


that 


this war 

It becomes clearer every day that the world 
of the future “will be a shabby and dangerous 
place to live in” if foree, terror and dictatorship 
ure to rule mankind, if small nations are to be- 
mere appendages of the powerful, and if 
people of the right to 


own ideas. 


come 
dictatorships deprive 
think and print their 

The barriers to international commerce must 
n down if there is to be norma! inter- 
this 
Tnited States 


yetween nat and 


hed 


nanger WwW: 


1Ons 


cannot be ac- 
} 


if the | 


nting to 


becomes a dog 
but 
Trade cooperation must replace 


sell abroad not 
abroad. 
therwise American 


tribute nothing to world 


nal isolation, policy 
stabilizatior 
1a rabie 

The President respects to 
who “warble easy platitudes” by way of solv- 


peace 


paid his the men 


have been mismanaged abroad until they 





ing the unemployed problem and he probably 
had Thomas Dewey in mind when he referred 
to those who assert that if we will only return 
to the past “everything will be all right.” 
Turning to the dictatorships, he declared that 
of 
disintegration—vicious, ruthless, destructive of 


what we face is “a set world-wide forces of 
all the normal, religious and political standards 
which mankind, after centuries of struggle, has 
come to cherish most.” 

Our varieties of midget 
Hitlers not The 
ferred to those who, “fanning the 


to think for th 


several Lenins and 


were ignored. message re- 
fires of hatred 

" ” 
emseives, 


employed “as rabble- 


in men too despondent 
spew propaganda being 
slogans on 


And once in power, they 


rousing which dictators could ride 


to power. could saddle 


on whole nations and on th 


their 
weaker neig 


The i — fered no recommendation 


tyrannies 


these wi 


nouiad t 
That the 
nations 


message 
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certain. 








West V; igilantes 
Spent Million on 
Stooge Unions 


LOS ANGELES.— The pattern of anti-labor 
vigilantism used in efforts to keep California 
an open-shop haven was filled out this week in 


the National Labor Relations 


LaFollette 


hearings before 
Board 


showed the major role which corporation law- 


and the Committee, 


yers “refined” versions of 


have play ed us 


familiar strikebreaking thugs like Chowderhead 
Cohen and Pear] Berfoff. 

Los Angeles attorneys, it was found, would 
first stir up anti-labor raids through their roles 
as officers of organizations which included the 
California Canvas Jobbers club, Southern Cali- 
fornians Inc., The Neutral Thousands, the Em- 
ployees Advisory Service, and the Merchants’ 
Association, and then, in 


and Manufacturers’ 


court hearings, would present “defenses” of 


their vigilantes outfits. 


In testimony given this week before the NRLB 
it was learned that Southern Californians Ine. 
collected $1,000,000 from the Orange State’s 
businessmen to conduct vigilante campaigns. 
While many leading industrialists willingly do- 
nated large sums to the Californians’ outfit, the 
Board found that smaller business men were 
coerced into contributing through threats of 
being boycotted by other members of the or- 
ganization. 


Associated Farmers’ Subsidiary 


The Neutral Thousands apparently operated as 
the “executive arm” of the Southern Califor- 
nians. Whenever a labor union making 
headway in a plant, the employer would be ap- 
proached by the Southern 
Californians and Merchants’ and Manufacturers 
Association. Following his contrbutions to these 
organizations, Neutral Thousands “organizers” 
would launch a company union in his shop. In 
this manner, the NLRB revealed, over 23 stooge 
“unions” were tormed in two years. 

Additional valuable evidence of Associated 
Farmers’ vigilantism has been uncovered by the 
LaFollette Committee in recent weeks despite 
all the obstacles placed in the probers’ way by 
local judges and other authorities. In one in- 
stance of official intervention on behalf of the 
anti-labor racketeers, Larry Doyle, notorious 
industrial spy, wriggled out of a subpoena which 
had called him to testify before the LaFollette 
group. 


was 


representatives of 


Doyle appeared before the committee for one 
day, declined to answer important questions on 
the grounds that his “constitutional rights” 
would violated, and on the following day 
failed to show up. It was announced that his 
subpoena had been abrogated. 


be 


The committee probed three strikes in which 
labor unions had been attacked by the local 
authorities. In the famous Stockton Strike of 
1937, it was disclosed, Sheriff Harvey Odell of 
Joaquin County had deputized a “private detec- 
tive” to fire barrages at cannery 
strikers, 


tear gas 

The authorities were also linked to the for- 
mation of a “citizens army” that had assaulted 
strikers with sawed-off guns, rifles, and pick 
handles. San Joaquin County, it was revealed, 
had bought $2,175 worth of munitions, including 
tear gas bombs, help the manufacturers 
smash the strike. 


to 


Probe Exposes Violence 
In the 


Stockton 


Madera County strike the 
reenacted, the LaFollette 
group and pieces of 
rubber hose, vigilantes invaded a strike meeting 
and beat up workers while Sheriff W. O. Justice 
to protect the at- 


recent 
scene was 


found. Swinging clubs 


and his deputies stood by 


tackers. 
The 


Caravan 


officials 


vigilantes 


permitted 
attack 
arrested 143 strikers when they 
form 


a large auto 
strikers, but 
attempted to 
widely sep- 


same 
to 


01 


smaller caravans to picket 


arated ranches, 
The 


parade had heen 


strikers’ auto 
banned was declared illegal by 
week, and arrested 
strikers were released. While the jurist’s de- 
isi for labor, the 
civil liberties suit 
brought had already been smashed by the 
of vigilantes in cooperation with loéal 


authorities 


yrdinance under which the 


Judge Baumeont this 


Cisior 


represented a victory 
specific strike over which the 


Was 


action 


Soviet Bans Immigration 
From Nazi-Held Poland 


VILNA.—The 


Polish territory 


Soviet Government in the oceu- 
has just issued a decree 
immigration from Polish- 
the Soviet border. The 
t going into 


with three 


illegal 
across 

iat anyone caug! 
unished 
this new law is to stop the 
ia. Tens of thou- 

ym the Soviet border trying 
from Nazi terror, but this 


J to all their hopes, 


decree »Duts a st 
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ouse Drive Opens to Keep | 


ies Probe, Drop Chairman 


By GEORGE SHORT 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Despite advance fears that the Dies Committee report would 
go haywire and lash out at important unions, progressive circles, and domestic radical 
groups urge the indictment of about 100 men and women. and advocate the deportation 


of millions of aliens, it turned out to be a mild statement 


disagree. 


with 


which few can jusifiable 
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The Committee expired this week and a movement is already on to press Congress for 


more funds to continue the probe 
of un-American activities. The 
group behind this drive, and some 
of the committee members, also 
feel that Dies should be removed 
from the probing body and re- 
placed by an independent agree- 
able to the New Deal, the old- 
line Democrats, and the GOP. 

Rather than leave control of 
the committee in the hands of 
the Garner-Texas-Byrd-Virginia 
coalition, influential Congressmen 
state that they will fight to kill 
the entire investigation. Such 
action would prevent the Commit- 
tee from becoming a_ political 
weapon during the presidential 
election cabpaign. 


A.Y.C. Not Listed 

There’ hasn’t been sufficient 
time for this correspondent to go 
deeply into the report, but from 
a rough analysis of the 15,000- 
word summary of the year’s hear- 
ings,—signed by all members,— 
it is evident that the fears of the 
C.1.0. have been unfounded, 

John Lewis, the Washington 
correspondents, and those who, 
like this reporter are familiar 
with the C.I.0., know that those 
unions named as “red” by the 
Dies report are controlled by 
Communist sympathizers, which 
puts it mildly. 

A surprise was that section of 
the report. which listed Commu 
nist front organizations and 
ignored the American Youth Con- 
gress—prohably out of deference 
to Mrs. Roosevelt. She had made 
a personal] issue of the Conyress. 
We can just see Gil Green’s 
smirk. 

The report indicated that at 
least per of the €.1.0. 
was non-Communist and that its 
efforts were conducted “in per- 
fectly legitimate American fash- 
ion.” 


re 
io. cent 


Cites Unions 


Those unions characterized as 
Stalinite were the National Mar- 
itime Union; United Cannery, 
Packing and Allied Workers; Fed. 
of Architects, Chemists and Tech- 
nicians; Fur Workers Interna- 
tional Union; International Long- 
shoremen’s and Warehousemen’s 
Union; American Communica- 
tions Association; United Elec- 
trical Radio and Mechanical 
Workers of America; and United 
Furniture Workers of America. 

The committee repeated 
contention that the Communist 
Party bores from within through 
front organizations. It listed 
these as fronts: 

American League Peace 
and Democracy, International 
Workers Order, American Stu- 
dent Union, Friends of the Soviet 
Union, National Negro Congress, 
Southern Negro Youth Congress, 
League of American Writers’, 
Workers Alliance, Spanish Re- 
fugee Relief Campaign, North 
American Committee to Aid 
Spanish Democracy, and Friends 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade.” 


Hits Fascists 


In some circles it was 
unfortunate that the controvers} 
over the Stalinites and Congres 
man Dies’ actions had obscured 
the constructive anti-fascist work 
done in exposing U. S. fascist 
fronts and fuehrers. 
Te report out that the 
committee the lid off the 
German-American Bund, and the 
American Nationalist Confedera- 
tion, led by 
Deatherage of the Knights of the 
White Camellia. 

Besides these, the following 
fascist organizations and 
were investigated and exposed: 

Militant Christian Patriots 
(Mrs. Leslie Fry); William Dud- 
ley Pelley; Gerald B. Winrod; 
Charles B. Hudson; James True: 
National Liberty Party (Frank 
W. Clark); E. N. Sanctuary; 
Robert E. Edmondson: the Amer 
ican Rangers (J.H. Peyton); the 
American White Guard (Henrv 
D. Allen); Constitutiona 
ders of Amex : 

The 
“probably the 
nanced and certain 
licized” Fasci 
Silver Shirt Legion of America 
whose leader is Pelle, It added 

“From the docur 
dence 
committee ci 
ties of Pelley. the 
he is a icket 
muleting thousa 
nually 
credulous pr 
United State 
countries, is 
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for 


thought 
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“ "EMBARGO JAPAN" 

New Deal Senator Pittman, 

whose call for suspension of 

trade with Tokyo was hailed 
this week. 


CIO Gains 
From High 
Court Verdicts 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Several 
ecent court decisions reveal the 
extent which self-determina- 
tion of labor unions is being un- 
dermined by court-determination, 
a dangerous attrition that is pri- 
marily due to the split in the 
labor move 

This week the authority of the 
National Labor Boa. d was upheld 
by three jinanimous isions of 
the U. S. Supreme Cor fn one, 
the Falk Corporation . ase, the 
justices huid that a lower court 
is without power to alter an order 
calling an among com- 
pany employees. The Board had 
ordered a poll in which both the 
A. F. of L. and C. 1. O. would par- 
ticipate, but excluded a company 


union. 





to 


nent, 


election 


In the Pacific Coast longshore- 
men’s case it was ruled that the 
A. F. of L. has no right under 
the Wagner Act to attack in court 
the of C.1.0. union 
representative of some 13,000 
Pacific Coast waterfront workers. 
The held that when the 
Labor Board certified the C.1.0. 
union as representative of these 
the A. F.of L. had no 
recourse but to accept the finding, 


C.1.0. Victory 


The A. F.of L. had contended 
that the Board had no authority 
to certify a union agent for 
a unit larger than one embracing 
of a single employer. 
Harry Bridges, C.1.0. longshore- 
men’s chief, had omitted from the 
union contract the ports claimed 
by the A. F. of L., but the decision 
is a decided victory for the C.1.0. 


designation 


as 


court 


workers, 


as 


workers 


third 
in a in a 
Michigan plant of the Consumers 
Power Co., again ruled that Fed 
have no authority to 
Board employee 
These decisions 
definitely place poll orders of the 
Board beyond court appeals. 


In a case the justices, 


acting labor dispute 


eral courts 


review Labor 


A 
election orders. 


Lewis Silence 
On Unity Aids 
NLRA Foes 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—AI- 
though William Green and John 
L. Lewis agreed in recent state- 
ments that war “prosperity” will 
not end the economic ills of the 
nation, this agreement is the only 
one reached by the two labor 
chiefs. 

Lewis is 
parleys for a 


regarding 
labor peace with 
the result that some prominent 
Democratic leaders have decided 
to support amendments to the 
Wagner Labor Act that will make 
concessions to employing groups. 

How extensive these con- 
cessions will be cannot be pre- 
dicted, but Democratic politicians 
in general want to get this issue 
out of way not only because it is 
a standing headache for them 
but because they also want to 
shelve it as an issue in the presi- 
dential campaign. This reaction- 
ary trend is largely due to con- 
tinuance of the labor split. 

Secretary of Labor Perkins 
was caught in the controversy 
over the split when President 
Green of the A. F. of L. de- 
nounced her version of it in her 
annual report. She declared that 
the split had “crystallized” by 
the “expulsion” of ten unions 
from the A. F. of L. which Green 
declared to be “thoroughly un- 
informed, misleading and un- 
true.” 

The A. F. of L. chief pointed 
out that the split had its origin 
in the setting up of the Commit- 
tee for Industrial Organization 
while the ten unions were not ex- 
pelled but suspended in 1936. 
After efforts to compose differ- 
ences three were expelled in 1937 
and six in 1938. The Perkins re- 
port gives the impression of an 
expulsion order without the per- 
iod of tolerance and waiting 
shown in Mr. Green’s reply. 

The A. F. of L. chief was also 
caustic in the replying ‘to the 
Secretary’s statement that the 
A. F. of L. “claims” 4,000,000 
members. He answered that it 
does not “claim” but “reports” 
that many members. 

Mr. Green also took Miss 
Perkins to task for not reporting 
that the C. I. O. broke off peace 
negotiations last April while the 
A. F. of L. has “agreed to mect 
anywhere at any time with rep- 
resentatives of the C. I. 0.” 

As heads of departments are 
generally scrupulous in trying to 
report factual information, the 
Secretary of Labor has been put 
on the spot as her report bears 
evidence of inaccuracies. The 
A. F. of L. chief was so incensed 
at this phase of the Secretary’s 
report that he suggested she be 
summoned before 
gressional committee 
tioning. 


still mum 


some Con- 


for ques- 

Although the C. [. O. has 
brought what appears to be bet- 
discipline against outlaw 
strikes in its automobile union, 
its Miners Union in Nova Scotia 
has been by illegal strikes 
of locals and the national organ- 
ization has warned that drastic 
action will be taken against any 
future unauthorized strikes in 
that Canadian province. 


ter 


beset 


Survey Finds Two-Thirds of 
U. §. Poverty-Stricken 


WASHINGTON, D. 


C.—America’s 


economic pyramid 


with its various contrasts in human income groups was 
vividly portrayed before the old vear closed in a chart that 
was placed in the record of the Monopoly Committee’s 


hearing. 


Its source cannot be charged to any kind of “radicalism” 
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By Elias L. Tartak 
A Scholar Who Can Write 


and e 


legant methods of presentation and treatment. 
For this reviewer is not deceived. He knows that such apparer 


vase and simplicity of manner come as a result of arduous training 


HIS columnist was very young when he first discovered French 

prose, i. e., such masters cf French prose as La Rochefoucauld, 
Voltaire, Merimé, and Renan. It was a revelation, in the sense that 
what had seemed impossible turned out to be 
real and true. 

It would make a long story to tell wherein the marvel and 
excellence of French lies. Some other time, perhaps. 

For the purposes of this review, it will suffice to say that the 
distinction of good French writing resides not alone in its urbanity, 
polish and grace. 

That it is highly civilized, that it abhors clumsiness, 
pseudo-scientifie pretentiousness—all this is only too well known. 

Perhaps its greatest quality is its austerity. It refuses to yield 
to the ordinary temptations besetting a writer. 

It knows how to say profound things in the 
simplest possible manner, with a disarming smile, as it were. 

If you can imagine a Carlyle without his diffuseness and shaggi 
ness, combined with the clarity and conciseness of a Poe, without 

the latter's tricks and occasional bad manners 
plus the wit of Oscar Wilde, without Wilde’ 


over-smartness youll get a good 


so astonishingly of prose. 


prose 


pedantry, niques of 
which 
business, 

How explosive propaganda 
the British Ministry 
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“Philosophical Fragments.” y 


the 
in “The Fine Art of 
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Ignoring 


What Is History? by suck allyh ants an Rivin 


LL this 

he was 
book.* It is 
the problems of history. 

Above all, it is a book on the difficulties of a 
is honest about his trade and his subject. 

What is history? What is it good for? Is it a 
art? Is an historian, at best, just an engaging story-teller about 
Kings and heroes, or is he a “scientist,” 
“laws” and “periodicities”? 

What are the historian’s methods and, above 
pitfalls and limitations? 

What does history teach us? Or is it 
humanity learns from history is that humanity 
from history, and each generation must go through its own mis- 
takes and blunders? tacties, 

These are questions which historians have been asking from by 
the days of Herodotus to our Parringtons and Beards. 


‘ame to this columnist’s mind while AEE , reer : ecules 
as > ‘ 5 1 ft tl } succeeded 
reading Prof. Salveminini little 


an historian’s 
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standing 
Simple Science antidote, 

ND these are the questions which the autho 

the reader. And, oh wonders! 

Prof. Salvemini does not bury his reader unde avalanche 
of brain-shattering terminology. Nor he bring the latest 
“scientific” commandments from an up-to-date post-Freudian o1 
post-Marxian Mount Sinai. 

And another wonder: Prof. Salvemini is perfectly compre vasily 
hensible and clear. He uses the simplest examples and illustrations. and his 

And, because the author’s presentation is so lucid, one sees at mechanisms of the 
once that one deals with a scholar who is also a philosopher and 
a master of a carefully thought out and, hence, smiling 
For he truly discusses with you the problems of history as if you 
whom he has met somewhere at 
to assure his 
subject lose 


Prof. 
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book anything 
its implications 
*HISTORIAN AND SCIENTIST, by Gaetano Salvemini: 
Unive rsity Press; Cambridge, Mass 1939 
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Shadow on the Kremlin 


War Resentment in Russia 
First Serious Threat to Stalin 
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By Boris Shub 


The very largest 


witn 


“WQ7HAT is an army without a dependable civilian population? Nothing. 
armies, the most heavily armed troops, have 
a dependable civilian population, without the 
working-class population.” 

These are Stalin’s words, delivered on the te) 
Red Army, and they are words which Stalin might 
the Finnish For the 
feat of the Red Army in Finland 
reflects political conditions in the 


disintegrated and turned to dust 
out and sympathy of the rear, 


the 


support 


anniversary olf tne lounding: ol 


ponder as he receives reports from 


de- 


front. 


Stalin politically could 


his 


arrangement. 


to such an 


the 


see way clear 


Soviet Union as much as 
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relatively 


d Russia, since 
vhich 


to 


factors are 


the 


military 


well 


1937 purge, does not possess the 
officer to conduct 
major military operations with- 


- known personnel 
public. 

In a military 
the blind can be 
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but 
the 
to 


*Nse. non s rn 
ense, none out such assistance. 


surprised at 
Red Army 
achieve a single important stra 
tegic objective after more 
month of steady fighting. 

In 1987, Stalin destroyed the 
High Command of the Red Army 
and executed the handful of tal 
ented who might have 
conducted effective campaign 
Even in that purge, however, in- 
ternal political wert 
acutely reflected, for the general 
staff, and especially Marshals 
Tukhachevsky, Gamarnik, 
Bluecher, had the 
spokesman for 
peasantry. 
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One of the more recently 
purged military strategists. 
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Coughlin Under Microscope 


By VICTOR RIESEL 
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CULTURAL COMMITTEE 
HITS PETRILLO ACTION 

Condemning is as “an attack on 
the liberty of the artist in favor 
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By Charles Edward Russell 





The News Reel 


“BJEACE— it’s wonderful,” we are assured by authorities, emi- 

nent and otherwise. Beyond a doubt it is all of that and then 
some and growing more wonderful as it grows rarer. ut peace 
now in the European conflict wouldn’t be merely wonderful. 
It would be the biggest miracle since creation. 

The reactions to the kindly wishes of the President and the 
Pope on this subject showed abroad in our land a curious myopia 
about a point that should be plainer than a pikestaff. Upon what 
terms could peace be made now? And with whom would you make 
it? No treaty, agreement or entered into by the pres- 
ent governments of Germany and Russia would be worth an 
old tobacco pipe. You can have no contracts of the least binding 
force with men or with governments that not only practice 
perfidy but profess and laud it. So what? 

The French Yellow Book cites eleven instances wherein 
Hitler coolly kicked his pledged word out of the window. Any 
one of the eleven would be enough, if he were a merchant, 
to bar him from the least commercial confidence. Any one 
is enough to eliminate him from serious consideration as a 
party to any covenant or treaty. Peace made with him would 
be nothing but a truce wherein he would get the guns and 
make ready for the next gangster raid. 

The one fact that has most protruded from the records of 
these dictatorships is that they have discarded all ethics. With 
them, “the faith that holds the moral elements of the world to- 


gether’ is just a shattered and ridiculous legend. 


covenant 
> 
. 


To get and keen this straight in our minds will help to save 
meandering and mulling. The war in Europe is not a war among 
1ations. It is a conflict between ideas. Being so, you cannot 

phrases and the amiable gestures of peace. 
until mankind can have some assurance 
civilization is not to be swept down 


n 
fl 
stop it with nice 
It will have { 

that the underpinning of all 
stream. 


Things Worse 
Than War 

UT speaking of peace. what do we mean by that blessed word? 

In a society where an agent of the Gestapo is listening at 
every keyhole, where no man dare speak his thought, where 
the least criticism of the government is a capital crime, where 
labor is forced, gagged, bound and regimented, there 
indeed no armed conflict, but no one except an Isolationist would 
think of calling that condition peace. The tranquility of terror 
is not peace. Peace to mean anything must mean domesti¢ as 
well as foreign peace, the mental and spiritual peace of the 
population no less absence of troops crossing the 
frontier. 


may be 


than the 


Occasionally, Il veceive letters from youthful, ingenuous minds 
that seek to rebuke me because 1 seem to-think that while peace 
is precious, freedom is still more My ad- 
that write in this vein have 
never seen both war and an enslaved people. Well—I have. toth. 
At close range. And if it must be one or the other, 1 should 
prefer war, Horribl crazy, hateful as war ia, it is not seo 
; 


terrible as slavery. 


precious thun peace, 


mirable and ardent young friends 


My gentle Isolationist friends may profitably consider a fea- 
ture of this issue that seems to have escaped their notice. 

If our ancestors had been of your way of thinking we should 
all be slaves today. 

Every every liberty that we boast of so jubilantly be- 
hind the supposed 3,000 miles of water, every 
one was gained for us by the put liberty 
d ennobling philosophy of surrender 


safe bulwark of 
sacrifices of men that 
above li So the exalted 
won by others we shall 


is that being in } € liberties so 
be too cowardly lefen 

to come nd that being thus endowed with inherited 
blessings should not give a h what may be the sufferings 


liberty may be destroyed 


and preserve them for those that are 


or Saste) Oo! tne people 
elsewhere. 
What 


long as the spark 


yor’s house burns down so 
roof? That's the idea. 
So they put this doctri: and the mentally short- 
circuited praise tl xoks. And having thus proved to their inef- 


black is white and al] 
and there is nothing worth living for except 
; : ; 


the full flesh-pots, contentme: ught to be 
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rable satisfaction of man's experiences 
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general in the cel 


Where They 

Tried Surrender 

eer ATk thy wit, good surrendering youth; try some 
Th Czechs, pted 

is better tha 


surrendered the 


osophy that anything 
threatened them, they 
t ke. A muggled letter 
from a re 1em recently gave a brief but 
graphic account of the result. Suicide i misery, futile 
burden, all dark but for one 
hope that in some way their retrieved and 
they may get lelr ) ry again. Ana ther lis 
incident with 
the great S| works a ilsen, » a proud Czech possession, 


arms for tl Germans. 


regrets; 
faint erro? 
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produce in 


guns were secretly 
This, if sabo- 
tage, could have been known to n re than five or six workers. 


When the { 


discovered the guns had 
they took out 


spoiled by mIxXIne zin¢ and sul hone ste 


Germans been spoiled, 


116 workers and shot them to death. 


On the whole, it would seem to be better to be a fighting 
Finn, would it not? Then, if you are going to be shot, you 
will at least be shot keeping your self-respect. 
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Food Queues 
Lensthen in 
Franco Spain 








Special to THE NEW LEADER 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Hitched 
to the diplomatic wagon of the 
Italian government, Genera! 
Franco’s totalitarian Spain has 
ceased paying dividends to Ger- 
many for services rendered dur- 
ing the civi! learned 
here. Not only has the war 
Spanish imports completely 
the Reich, but it has actually 
spread anti-German feeling 
throughout Spain, under the 


eentle prodding of Italian agents. 


war, it is 


from 


time out from the exe- 
cution of Loyalist sympathizers 
and the quieting of the irrecon- 
cilable Falangists 
who have been battling on the 
streets of Spain's largest cities, 
General Franco now attempts to 
make the best of a bad situation 
and rebuild the Spain he blasted. 


and Requestas 


Since he can’t sell his oranges, 
fruits, vegetables, olive oil, cork, 
mercury, iron ore and iron pyrites 
ot the Nazis or Fascists, he’s sell- 
ing to Britain, France and the 
Scandinavian nations. 

Spain’s war-weary millions al- 
ready feel the blessings of totali- 
tarianism, reports reveal. There 
are long queues wherever food is 
sold, and, despite the months of 
“peace,” involuntary sky gazing, 
since the people are not quite 
convinced that a bombing squad- 
ron from Majorca won’t suddenly 
appear over the rooftops. 


Allies Buy Products 


Hundreds of thousands of 
apartments and homes destroyed 
by such air 
inhabitable because of the lack 
of building materials, little of 
which are being produced any- 
where in the new Spain. Instead 


every energy is bent towards cre 


fleets remain un- 


export sale for 
the cash of the anti-Nazi parties. 


Hitle 


to use Spain’s vast granary 


ating article 10) 


had hoped at one time 
depot during the \ 
expected, which came soone 
Von Ribbentrop thought. 


supply var 


But now the Spanish 


barley, oats, rye, olives, 


—Homeless——_ 


yew problem of aiding Span- 
ish refugees in France is 
one of the most serious faced 
by world progressive 
As usual the Communist par- 
ties everywhere are using the 
plight of the Spaniards to 
keep their own apparatus fune- 
tioning. 


circles. 


In next week's edition there 
will appear an analysis of the 
Spanish relief sitution, written 
by Sam Baron and Luis Ara- 
guistain, former Loyalist am- 
bassador to France. In it will 
will be discussed the activities 
of Negrin, Del Vayo, Reverend | 
Reissig, the S.E.R.E., and the | 
legitimate Spanish relief so- 
cieties. 
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Workers Abroad 


Many Fall in Nazi Purge; 
Socialists Back Allies 


A PARALYZING hysteria grips the 
ame 1 ind i 





German people 
underground source ins the Reich 
column wi sabotage or 
1 n nin pit comes the 
is SD] as ratio ards. Men sti 
day, now 16 hours, with a prayer that their women 
waited on n block-long queues for rations. 


nble through their 
“ 
1d—except fruit, which isn’t rationed. 
spontaneously. Everybody 
Many pur e furs and other 
with their last dollars in order to invest the money i: 
These skins ¢ 
officials . 


what 


vet been 
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exchanged fo ! ht by inner 
Goering and his clique have surpluses. 
There is no political enthusiasm anywhere . . . only 
nervousness, boasting and pretending by the old Nazi fighters. 
There is no sign of the Communists, most of whom have either 
turned into Nazis or have dropped out of the loosely formed 
opposition. Among the working people, there are no defenders 
of the Soviet pact. But few discuss politics any longer— 
only food. 
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Although there’s still little hope for 
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“France and Britain have not the slightest 
gain from victory. We do not plan or desire to 
conquer any territory, any peoples or any markets. For us 
the war has no other aim than to consolidate peace and sé 
curity. We hope for early peace, but we want to make it a 
safe peace by eliminating the domination of brute force and 
restoring right and solidarity among 

} battled continent slipped n 
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Existence of Cuban C. on 
Alliance With Fuehrer Batista 


the day when worldwide resentment over 
the brutal invasion of Finland burned at 
white heat and the nations of Latin America, 
under the leadership of the Argentine govern- 
ment, took joint action to expel the Soviet Union 
from the League of Nations, the Communist 
Party of Cuba unanimously nominated Colonel 
Fulgencio Batista, the island’s strong man and 
virtual dictator for the last five years, as its 
choice in the coming presidential election. 

These events, unrelated as they may seem, 
are striking illustrations of the erratic course 
and the cross-purposes at which Communist 
policies in Latin America, and indeed through- 
out the entire world, have arrived. 

The writer has just returned from Havana, 
where he attended the Second Inter-American 
Labor Conference as a member of the dele- 
gation of the International Labor Office of 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

To say that the Conference was of utmost 
importance to the futur edevelopment of em- 
ployer-labor relations on the American con- 
tinent and that it offered opportunities for a 
searching analysis of the pressing economic 
and social problems of the Western Hemi- 
sphere is hardly an overstatement. 

Indeed, a constructive basis was laid for a 
far-reaching and steadily expanding program 
of cooperation between the twenty-one Amer- 
ican sister republics, 

* * A 

4 eas general mood of the Conference found 

expression in the so-called Declaration of 

Havana which reaffirmed the ideals of Pan- 

Americanism and the determination of the 

American nations to keep the European war 
from the shores of the new world. 

Director John G. Winant of the Interna- 
tional Labor Office voiced the prevailing sen- 
timent of the delegation when he said: “In 
our search for social progress may we help 
the old world once more to rediscover Amer- 
ica, its ways of peace, and its faith in gov- 
ernment answerable to the people.” 


By Frances Winwar 





The latter remark is hardly more than wish- 
ful thinking, at least as far as Latin America 
is concerned. While everyone interested in the 
fate of the American peoples approves the 
high-minded purposes of the Havana confer- 
ence, the gathering itself, at least in some 
aspects, sharply demonstrated actual condi- 
tions in Latin America and particularly in 
Cuba. 

Amidst recollections of this memorable gath- 
ering, the picture of the opening session 
remains unforgettably etched in one’s mind. 
The delegates and their advisers from all 
countries of the Western Hemisphere had as- 
sembled in the splendid setting of the former 
Cuban Chamber of Deputies. Visitors from 
all corners of the globe crowded the galleries. 
The highest functionaries of the Cuban gov- 
ernment, among them the Secretaries of State, 
Labor and ‘Agriculture, sat on the rostrum. 

And, lo and behold, behind the civilian gov- 
ernment spokesmen sat three gold bedecked 
army, naval and police officers in representa- 
tion of Cuba’s military boss, Colonel Batista. 
Never was democracy, in the midst of a labor 
conference, made to look more lopsided. 

* * * 
EOPLE everywhere are asking: What is be- 
hind the hurly-burly of Cuban politics and 
haste of the Communists to endorse dic- 
Batista’s presidential aspirations? Cer- 
tainly, that dictatorship, slightly democratic 
tinged as it has become since Batista’s visit 
to Washington a few months ago, has nothing 
in common with Communist principles and 
teachings. Yet, despite these obvious contra- 
dictions, there exists in Cuba as anywhere else 
a deep affinity between Communist dema- 
goguery and the dictatorial powers that be. 

Additional proof was furnished in the ap- 
pointment of the Communist leader, Lazaro 
Pena, by the government as Cuban workers’ 
delegate to the conference. Pena is not only 
an avowed Communist but the white-haired boy 
of Lombardo Toledano of Mexico, head of the 


the 
tator 


Confederation of Mexican Workers and the 
outstanding figure of radical labor throughout 
Latin America. 

Pena also demonstrated his animus against 
democracy and international cooperation by at- 
tacks on the good-neighbor policy of the United 
States. 

He and his advisers, all of them dyed-in-the- 
wool Communists, accustomed to taking their 
orders from Moscow, repeatedly attempted to 
commit the labor delegations of North and 
Latin America to resolutions of a Communist 
color and tinge. 

That they did 
fault. 

Scarcely six years ago, Fulgencio Batista, 
a former stenographer and army sergeant, rose 
to power amidst wide national acclaim. His 
was and still is to a certain extent a popular 
dictatorship that came into being as a re- 
action against the ruthless exploitation of 
Cuban labor and the brutalities of the previ- 
ous regime of President Machado. 

Rarely has there been such a system of 
corruption and brutal persecutions as that car- 
ried on under Machado who died a few years 
ago in exile. Hundreds of Cuban trade union- 
ists, fighting for liberation from the yoke of 
oppression, died in the dungeons and before 
the firing squads. Often, in order to expedite 
matters, they were thrown into the sea and 
fed to the ravaging sharks. 

* * ~ 
ATISTA brought relief from the Machado 
tyranny, but his was surely no regime of, 
by, and for labor. The unions that had been 
outlawed and driven underground still have no 
proper legal standing. 

They exist solely by sufferance of the govern- 
ment and the Batista dictatorship. Neverthe- 
less, the new regime could ill afford to follow 
the Machado pattern of cruel persecution and 
oppression. 

Labor began to fight its slow upward way. 


not succeed was not their 


Misery, starvation, and ruthless exploitation 
of the workers by the sugar and tobacco in- 
terests of Cuba gave trade unionism further 
impetus. 

Cuban labor today is definitely under the 
Communist thumb. That does not mean that 
the majority of the Cuban workers are Com- 
munist-minded. Far from it. 

They have no sympathies for the Communist 
cause. As to Communist principles, they don’t 
know what they are and they do not pretend 
to understand the strange evolutions and tor- 
tuous twists emanating from Moscow. As to 
leadership, the Cuban workers rightfully feel 
that they are confronted by an unholy alli- 
ance between the military dictatorship of Ba- 
tista and Communist control, both mutually 
dependent on each other. 


This is the crux of the matter. It explains 
the Communist rush to the Batista candidacy 
in 1940. There is nothing strange or con- 
tradictory in the Communists’ working hand 
in hand with the one-man ruler of the Island. 

Yet, if the Cuban workers were free to 
speak their mind, the whole world would know 
that the Communists are no longer voluntary 
agents and least of all agents of the Cuban 
working masses. Even today with their not 
inconsiderable influence, they rely principally 
upon the good will of Batista and his power 


machine. 
* + > 


N order of Batista, and Communism in Cuba, 

resting upon feet of clay, is gone. A 
frown by the dictator, and Communist labor 
leadership is wiped out overnight just as pre- 
vious trade union independence and leadership 
had been wiped out by the reprehensible tyranny 
of Machado. 

Hence, the studious efforts of the Communists 
to be in the good graces of Batista and to 
cement Communist labor rule with the dic- 
tator’s help. 


By Alexander Lipsett 





The question is whether it will work. It 
is not the first time—neither in Cuba or any- 
where else—that these all too clever policies 
and stratagems have miscarried. If and when 
the day arrives—and it may not be far, that 
the miscarriage occurs in Cuba, we will hear 
the laments of the ever-faithful to Moscow 
about the brutal, reactionary and anti-labor 
character of Fulgencio Batista, their erstwhile 
ally and bosom friend. 


Sugar Island 
B* this time it is no E 
longer surprising to 
learn that the Commu- 
nist parties in each 
country generally wind 
up behind the black ball 
of Fascism. Not many 
miles off the American 
coast, a political drama 
has been intriguing the 
State Department at 
Washington. The Com- 
munist Party, on orders 
from headquarters, is supporting the Cuban 
dictator, Colonel Fulgencio Batista. 

Batista succeeded Machado. But Cuba re- 
mained the island of lost hope for the lib- 
erals, Socialists and trade unionists. The law 
was Batista and Batista was the State. 

Recently, for reasons too frequently ana- 
lyzed to bear further explanation here, Ba- 
tista called for a general election of dele- 
gates to the Constituent Assembly. Despite 
the support of the Stalinites against the pro- 
gressive elements, Batista lost. 





‘Col. Batista. 


Now he has resigned from the army, al- 
though his former lieutenants are still in 
control, and is running for president. In the 
accompany articles the behind-the-scenes 
story of what’s happening in Cuba is told. 
Mr. Lipsett has just returned from Havana. 











Duce Drains Italy of Culture; 
Best Italian Brains in Exile 


to sing in phonetic Italian the beauties of the Palisades, 


begins with the awe-inspiring verses: 


PART II 
OULD you like to learn of the living conditions of 
the Italian agrarian population, that is, of half of 
Italy’s forty-two million people? In the north of Italy they 
live mostly in broken down cottages and old wooden bar- 
racks, built during the war, whole families occupying one, 
perhaps two rooms. 

In some places they huddle in one-room huts of cane and 
straw, overcrowding and promiscuity breeding disease and 
immorality. There is no water in the houses; toilets are 
unknown. In Lucania, the natural caves of the district 
are used as dwelling places, while in Girgenti—near the 
birthplace of Pirandello—families crowd into windowless 
huts which they share with their pigs and their chickens. 
I am quoting no statistics of the dark ages, but the 1934 
réport of the Confederazione Fascista dei lLavoratori 
del. \Agricoltura. 

Ox course the Duce has been large in promises. “The 
day. will come,” he said, “when the peasants will live in 
large handsome houses . . . in which the race will be 
securely founded.” That day, unfortunately, is farther 
away than it ever was. 

It is the same with his other promises. 
an anti-war conscience that is lacking today. Italy needed 
to regenerate herself and she plunged into colonial 
enterprise.” Echo answers—Colonial enterprise? Anti-war 
conscience? What of Ethiopia, Spain and Albania? He 
said: “Persecution of ideas sincerely professed is revolting.” 
What about the penal islands crowded with men who pro 
fessed ideas counter to his own? “We are positively against 
any form of dictatorship,” he declared. What tyranny, then, 
is oppressing the Italian people? 


*% + + 


“T want to create 


was 


prize winners Grazia Deledda and Pirandello are also gone, 
the latter dying a disillusioned old man, the many honors 
heaped upon him weighing like a crown of lead on his 
conscience, for each was the reward not of a victory but 
of a moral defeat. 

However, hundreds of books appear every year, and some 
of them, like the novels of the second-raters Verona and 
Pittigrilli, are even best-sellers. Besides the works of men 
approved by the censor, there are published scholarly vol- 
umes galore. There seems to be an extraordinary preoccu- 
pation with the safe, remote past among contemporary Ital- 
ian writers. 

As for poetry, it is hardly alive. Not even the hothouse 
breath of Marinetti animates it any longer, now that he 
has become the mummy of the Futurism he created. Never- 
the less many volumes of poetry appear every year, some 
of them, like Angiolo Orvieto’s, containing poems of real 
heauty in a setting of “far off things and battles long ago.” 
Ho, belongs to the past. As for the younger poets, 
they have nothing to recommend them because they have 
nothing to say. They dare not sing like Leopardi or Car- 
their times. Therefore they too range far 
afield for their inspiration, one of them going so far as 


des 


too, 


ducei of own 





the Hudson and fair Hoboken. 
* * 4 
OU must bear in mind that I am speaking of books 
that have been published with the approval of the 
arbiters. Under a decree passed by the Fascist government 
in 1934, all books must be submitted to a censorship com- 
mittee before publication, and only those that receive its 
approval may see the light. It is all done, of course, out 
of the kindness of the government’s heart for the poor 
publisher who too often has found himself tricked by that 
villain, the author. There was, for example, the case of that 
unfortunate man in Turin who brought out the Socialist 
Minister Bissolati’s War Diary which the government was 
obliged to confiscate, causing the publisher to go into bank- 
ruptey | 
It is no wonder, under the circumstaces, that Italy has 
only one novelist through whom its literature of the twen- 
tieth century will survive to posterity—Ignazio Silone, an 
exile. 
But to go back to the subject of music. I remember that 
as a child in Italy, the first song I was taught at 
was the stirring hymn sung by Garibaldi’s soldiers, which 


school 





Siscopron le tombe, si levano i morti, 
I martiri nostri son tutti risorti— 

“The graves are opening, the dead are arising; our noble 
martyrs have come to life again.” 

I used to be haunted by that apocalyptic vision and 
wouldn’t sing the hymn with the other children for fear 
of seeing those terrible dead come back with swords in their 
hands and not the least bit reassuring for having laurels 
in their hair, It was a most popular hymn in those pre- 
Fascist days of my childhood, and there was not a single 
public ceremony during which it didn’t follow immediately 
upon the Royal March. 2 

¢ 
HEN I visited Italy some years ago, at the height of 
the Fascist regime, IT was struck by the silenee with 
regard to that hymn. 
sometimes you heard even 
Royal March. But of the 


You heard Giovinezza, of course, and 
the old familiar strains of the 
hymn, not a note. Were the 
Fascists possessed by the same fear that the six 
year-old child the path before the cemetery at a 
run, and carefully skirt the tombstones in the old church, 
for fear of the martyrs’ 

Indeed, it 
who had 
experience 
best 
day for Fascism if 
dare-devils 


made 
take 


rising? 
would be a terrible day for Fascism if Dante 
known ex and seen Hell were to return and 
the worse hell of Italy’s penal islands where her 
horror. It terrible 
Garibaldi, leading hi red-shirted 
whom even Hemi criticize 
to ask the Black Shirt the Italy 
for whose birth they gave their would be a ter- ' 
rible day if the bitter lips of Leopardi hurled at 
the Duce the truths which he surely must hear from the still 
small voice when he is not posturing, intoxicating him- 


men rot in disease and would be a 
fiery 

not 
what they had done t 
lives? It 
the 


could 
were 


risen 


not 


under 


E BOASTED furthermore that 


would flourish and literature have a rebirth. 
It is true that under his direction whole acres of 
uncovered, showing to millions of 
wistful Italians the baths and the plumbing that are lacking 


we find? 
ancient Rome have been 


in their own houses. 


It is true that every post of vantage is occupied by a 
new trousered hero in marble, either on a horse or holding 
It is true that Pergolesi, Rossini and 
Verdi have found their arias superseded by the strains of 
inoffensive 
it is true that 


his hand to his heart. 


Giovinezza and Faccetta Nera—-the one 
“in the whole of the Ethiopian crime. And 
there are many writers under Fascism today. 

But what do they write? 


nunzio, the deified hero of Fiume, is dead. 


Fascism all 


You must remember that D’An- 
The two Nobel 


arts 
What do 


thing 
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The Strange Silence of Mussolini, Shown Above in His Heyday, Is Stirring 
Rumors That Il Duce Is Ready to "Retire." 


21- Year Old Romania, Europe’s 
Granary, Fears Fate of Finland 


Romania 
twenty- 


HEN flags were waving all over 
last December the 


first anniversary of the union of Transylvania 


— 


N the lid of the powder 
magazine Ku- 
rope sits the biggest little 
nation of all—King Carol’s 
Romania. So far, by inter- 
nal anti-Nazi_ blitzkriegs, 
by playing a shrewd game 
of international diplomacy 
and selling to both sides 
“at the same time, 
has kept both his 
and his country 


in celebration of 


that is 


Carol 





head 


And a difficult job it has 
Bul- 


role, 


King Carol 


Hungary, 
the jackal 
Romania in a 
they 


been with 


garia and Russia playing 
waiting for Germany to 
vise so that they can pick 
have claimed since the World War. 


put 
off sections 


has 


During the past months Moscow heen 
beating the drum the 
front. Rumors have it that hundreds of thou- 
sands of Soviet 
drive on Bucharest 

At first Carol appeared 
tiate”; then came the Red debacle in 
Finland. Now Carol once his 
armies into the northern province, unafraid 
of the mythical might of the Moscow 
marauders. 


along Bessarabian 


soldiers are massed ready to 


read to “nego 
Army 


more sends 








with the mother country they were not as 
cheerful as they seemed. It was an uneasy 
celebration made so by what was going on in 
Finland. 

If Russia beats the Finns to their knees 
what would happen to Bessarabia along the 
frontier of which the Russians were reported 
to have ten divisions? The World War brought 
Bessarabia to Romania from Russia; 
would the unmaking of the World War lead 
demand by Stalin that Bessarabia be 
returned? 

King Carol, too, in his palace in Cotroceni, 
on the outskirts of Bucharest, must have found 
despatches most upsetting on a day 


back 


to a 


the news 
of rejoicing. 
detached of his- 


the 


From the serenely viewpoint 


Romanians have 
invaders another 

Hungarians, Cumans 
the 
the 


that 
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can ay 
horde after 
Petchenegs, 
and as they have survived in 
1] 


will presumably survive in 


Europe land throughout the centuries ha 


hands, and there is no rea- 
forcible 


uppose exchange has 


tut for the Romanians who happen to 


ilar moment time it is 
neans NiCAaSse face 


Historic 


not for the 


FN at - 


another 
the his- 


involved. 


vet 


perspective is for 
people—directly 


time for Romania would be 
unfortunate for reason 


particular, beyond all the other factors. 
s country of nearly 20,000,000 people has 


articular one 


been, and is trying to hold its place in the 
twentieth century world. 

It was not until the middle of the nineteenth 
century that it became a modern national state 
—its independence was proclaimed May 10, 
1877, during the Russo-Turkish war—and what 
it needs is a long period of constructive ac- 
tivity unhampered. 

In Romania, past and present meet like the 
hymns in the Church of England Prayer Book, 
and the present developments still have to be 
nurtured to prevent a reversion to the past. 

When you take the Orient Express, or a 
fast plane from any of the capitals of Europe, 
you come to Bucharest, a city of modern home 
buildings and still vivid relics of 
the past. Founded in the thirteenth 
according to the legend, by the shepherd Bucur, 
the capital of Romania still clings to the past 
aespite the insistence of the present, 

A Janus city, two-faced, looking 
looking forward. The pressure of today’s archi 
attempting to obliterate the past, 
with the new. 

oldest 
tomania 
home in that 
the Romans 
both countries 
Roman remains 


A’ a Colchester I used to think that 
all the pavements, tombs, pottery, 
coins of this ancient town, partly surrounded 
by a Roman wall, had been unearthed, but still 
the work of recovering the past goes on. 
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and 


native of the 

feature of 

make me feel at 

Britain and Romania came 
i | 


colonized, ane one comes 


upon unexpectedly. 
* 
boy it 


> 
vomar 


After 
think we 


in the 
Rights. 
heard 


liberty 
but 


and make 





self with his own 
Fa cism 
have it here, in 
baldi looked 
Declaration of 


And in 


someone say, 


But it is not by the involvement ef America in 
will be brought to 
rather by bringing before those 
of a country that can live to the letter of its 
of libe rty 
greatest harbor, but a torch of tolerance 
from the mining camps of Pennsylvania to the huts of the 


oratory 


what? I cannot But I 
Gari- 
we have it 
and in the Bill of 


Paine who when he 
there is my home,” 


give the answer. 

the America toward which 
for faith and think 
Independence 


Tom 


Liberty is, 


Inspiration I 


the words of 


“Where 


retorted, “Where Liberty is not, there is mine.” 


a war that 
not have it, 
example 
noblest ideals, 
the world’s 
and enlightenment 


the people who do 


peoples the 


not merely a statue in 


Joads in California. 


Only a few years ago another section of 
the colony, including sites of Roman villas, was 
discovered, and it is difficult to believe that the 
Roman conquerors have been a long time dead. 
It is the same in Romania. 

Except in the extreme north and northeast 
the whole of the present territory of Romania 
was once ruled and inhabited by Romans, and 
so numerous are the remains that it is 
the Roman occupation had a powerful influ- 
ence. The remnants are literally im- 
bedded in the buildings of today, as in village 
churches built on Roman foundations. 

You get a parallel in my home town where 
the Norman castle is built on the 
ftoman temple and made with some of 
very bricks that remained in a 
when the Romans were eventually driven out 
of Britain. 

Is the Danube blue? The 
to know. For three hundred miles 
of which Emil Lengyel writes so 
ingly, forms southern 
mania, and for its last 250 miles it flows through 
that 

Of course, you 
tion. The Danube is 
discovered it was 
And blue it 


mustered up 


clear 


aiso 


site of a 
the 


pile of ruins 


Romanians ought 


this river, 
understand- 


the boundary of Ro- 


country. 
the answer to the ques 
blue—to lovers. Mr. 


blue, don you r 


know 


( hips 
was to 


courage 


member? the girl whom 


he finally enough to ask 
be his wife. 
To the romantics the Danube is blue; if 


the music of Blue 


becomes of the Dan- 
T ask you! 
HE Romanians are a rugged, sturdy, sober, 


practical people for the most part living 


what 


19 
ube. 


By Harold Butcher 





In vVlliages on 


tumes 


¢ 


of peasant art in 


the 


land. 


colorful. 


In their national cos- 

There is a wealth 
carpets, embroideries, 
wood carving, household objects, ; 

The g, folklore of this artistic 
people are colorful, too. So many things out 
worth preserving as 
present in this land which 
in area corresponds to New England, 
New York and New Jersey. 

The soil of 


country a 


they are 
dress, 


music, dane 


of the remote past are 


part of the living 


roug! 


Romania is fertile, making the 
Europe. It is rich in 
coal, natural gas and so 
lerable water power. 


granary of 
materials—oil, 
It has consi 

be imported. There is always a 


In national self-sufficiency 


—even in 
Ss particularly rich 

As e world is 
night be even more 
netghbors than she now is; 
a doubtful priv- 


l 


her industrial life. 


as a modern state, 
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~ New Anti-FD 


Drive 


| Headed by Ex-Aide 


By BRYCE OLIVER 
News Commentator at Station WEVD, New York 


Roots of war are found in mismanagement of social and 


economic forces until they have resulted in revolution, 


dictatorship, and the eventual vpen conflict. 


Selfish and 


partisan groups at home which wrap themselves in the false 


mantle of Americanism must be 
combatted like the plague if U.S. 
integrity and security are to be 
preserved. 

This is the core of a warning 
by President Roosevelt, uttered 
last Wednesday at the opening 
of Congress, as he discussed the 
“State of the Nation.” There 
could be little doubt that he re- 
ferred, as he has so often in the 
past, to the Economic Royalists 
who seem willing to sacrifice the 
people of the nation to the status 
quo. 

The situation seen by Roose- 
velt, as 1940 heads into the presi- 
dential campaign, is reminiscent 
of the prophecy made by Abra- 
ham Lincoln during the Civil 


War. It was a prediction which 
illustrated the remarkable po- 
litical prescience of Lincoln. 

He said: “I see in the near 
future a crisis arising that un- 
nerves me and causes me_ to 
tremble for the safety of my 


» country. As a result of the war, 
‘corporations have been enthroned, 
and an era of corruption in high 


places will follow until all of 
t liberty shall be lost and the re- 
. public destroyed. God grant that 


my, fears may prove groundless.” 
Such was the warning of Lin- 
coln. This presidential campaign 
shows signs already of justifying 
his fears, for, although the giant 
4 eorporations were well enthroned 
F by 1928, and brought about the 
smash-up, there was never such 
excellently organized contro] of 
political parties as there is today. 
- . + 
HROUGH that control, the 
giant corporations, banks and 
insurance companies managed to 
take the teeth out of the undis- 


tributed profits tax. 

> There was an apt illustration, 
the very day of the President's 
message, of the curious under- 
ground passageways by which 
Special Privilege has been able 
to maintain pressure aganst so- 
cial and economic reform. This 
illustration was provided in the 
announcement that Lewis W. 


Douglas, former director of the 
budget at Washington, has now 
assumed duties as the new 
president of the Mutual Life In- 
surance Company of New York. 
The salary ‘is reported to he at 
least $125,000 a year—or very 
much more than the president of 


his 





the United States receives. 
One of the ironies of mutual 
life insurance is that the policy 


holders find very little mutuality. 
According to a se of recent 
articles by S. Burton Heath in 
the New York “World-Telegram,” 
they are permitted to pay on a 
basis by which the company pro- 
vides for a death rate about two 
and a half times as much as it ex- 


ries 


{ periences. 

Also, they have no mutuality in 
the selection of Mr. Douglas, 
whose whole record is astern 
fight against the efforts of the 
common people, the policy hold- 


ers, to get a little more mutuality 

into the good things of America; 

and they have no mutuality in 

the salary they pay him out of 

their premiums. 
* 


7 x 
OUGLAS'’ record shows why 
he is a logical choice of own- 


ership and management (not mu- 
tual policy holders) for president 
of a company which is now pre- 
pared to join with other similar 
forces in a struggle against eco- 
nomic and reform. 

He was originally slipped over 
on President Roosevelt by the 
powers behind the throne of the 
National Economy League as the 

t New Deal director of the budget. 
In this position he was able to 
make ten million enemies 
for the New Deal administration 
before the White House learned 
t so opposed to its point 


social 


about 


Was 
of view. 

This was what was wanted by 
the National Economy League. 
Most of the ten million ennemies 
were made within the ranks of 
the American Legion and 


ae 


their 
families, through the Douglas op- 


position to the payment of the 
World War bonus. 
According to insiders, it was 


his budget dictator who inspired 








numbers of veterans and their 
families. The president of the 
United States, however, cannot 


pass the buck. He must stand by 
whatever mistakes his official ad- 
visers steer him into. 

The Douglas position with re- 
gard to the payment of the bonus 
was logical enough from the 
standpoint of Special Privilege. 

Through lobbying activities and 
control of the United States Trea- 
sury, the giant corporations had 
extracted a bonus of about two 
and a half billions of dollars from 
the government on World War 
contracts, and they wanted that 
money and other surplus to main- 
tain undiminished buying power. 

But the scattering of millions 
among the veterans was likely to 
cheapen the money and reduce its 
purchasing strength. Therefore, 
it behooved Special Privilege to 
prevent the payment of the bo- 
nus. This was where Douglas 
came in. 


~ * * 


HE real head and 

of the fight against the bonus 
was the United States Chamber 
of Commerce, 

However, the Chamber was in 
no position to act. The C. of C. 
is the central body of all the 
little chambers — big city and 
small town — all over the coun- 
try; and thousands of members 
the 


shoulders 


of the little ones wanted 
bonus paid. 
So it was necessary for the 


central organization—the United 


States C. of C.—to present a 
false front. And therefore the 
National Economy League was 


trotted out with the backing of 
Special Privilege money. 

It was the same old thing that 
the identical forces had pushed 
years before, when it was called 
the Veterans’ Anti-Bonus League, 
a group without than a 
handful of veterans. 


more 


The Economy League and 
Douglas lost the fight on the 


} Later, the same old crowd, 
calling itself the Liberty League, 
failed to break up the New Deal, 
attack tak- 
Adminis- 


onus, 


and now, with a new 


ing shape against the 

tration’s fiscal policies, the or 
ganization is being used once 
more to law down the program. 
It is a cheme that Lineoln 
warned of and against which 


now fights. 
Douglas, 

Mutual Life 
Company, is very 
it. His ition 

couldn't very 
being active in 
if he wanted 
into that 
interests 


Roosevelt 
Mr. 


the 


present president 
In 


much a 





t surance 
part 


illustrative. 
, 


of 


nos 
well escape 
the program even 


He 


particular class whose 


to. was born 


impels it to use every 


blow to keep things as they are. 


_ Dougla Ari 


zona is allied with the Phelps- 


¥ * 


family of 





Dodge copper interests, the same 
ones which held up the govern- 
ment for an extortionate rake-off 
above the $16.67 unit price be- 
fore the country could get any 
copper for the war, and later, at 
Bisbee, Arizona, herded 1,186 
miners into freight cars and broke 
a strike by deporting the strikers 


The Douglas family said 
strikers were un-American! 

Later, young Lew Douglas was 
elected to Congress to do the talk- 
ing for economy, and filed a 
port with the Secretary of State 
under oath, that he 
had spent only $1,559.24 on the 
primary campaign. 
spilled 
the United States Senate investi 
gated, and Lew’s father admitted 
that he 
son’s campaign and 
W. Douglas had 
$1,500 more. 


So 


re- 


Somebody some bean 


had given $15,000 to hi 
Mrs. James 


contributed 


you see, Lew’s a 
the great 
t 


Wal 


head one of 
companies now a 
However, I 


government. 


mean to single out 
for tl ] 


I’ve been bestowing lately. 





these slight blessings 


any 





They are all ih a great | 
family trying to get what y 
can by wrecking the government 


while the getting is 
happened to mention tl 


Mutual 








the President to a stand against because that company Doug- 
t the bonus which Douglas and the las all happened to be in th 
Economy League realized, only nev the day of Rooseve 
too well, would alienate great val g 
atlas en te ng 


; 















in the first picture on the left 
, was jailed in 1926 for robbing a jewelry store. ; 
1934 for rape and robbery, and in 1931 for stealing an automobile. 


























is Joe McWilliams, head of the an 
Next is John Zitter, Mobiliz 





aeaTe™, DC; 
beginning to realize how much 
democracy and their long-established 
them. The reason is, I think, 
we have had it brought 
can be lost. 

The enemies of Americ: 
the following in the order of 

(1) Unemployment; (2) 
cruel poverty in the midst 


their 
liberties 





their importance: 
unnecessary and 


these; 
or dictators; 
ment of a war psychology. 

The American people are determined 
way of life and their Constitutional 


to 


don’t like dictatorship and they resent bitterly 
on the part of anyone to foist upon them either Nazi, 


Fascist, or Communist dictatorship. 


* * * At first fought by nearly the 

UT a democracy cannot use the methods of dictator- entire left, the Committee in- 
ships in protecting itself against anti-democratic vestigating un-American actiyi- 
forces within its own body politic. Democracy cannot ties soon had as its witnesses 
suppress organizations without doing violence to its own some of the country's leading 
principles. It cannot put people in concentration camps and sincerest radicals and pro- 
nor deny them the right to express their political ~ — ; . . 
opinions. Every true American is thankful these things Martin Dies, the Committee's 
are so. But democracies do have the right and duty to chairman, frequently indulged in 


find effective ways to protect 
undermine them. 

I believe such ways can be 
any Constitutional rights of anyone. 
way of all to do this is to give the people 


about any groups which, directed and controlled by for- 
eign agencies or powers, set about the task of methodi- 


cally undermining democratic insitutions. 
Therefore, an investigation, 


seems to me a necessary and proper thing. 
be a very dangerous thi aud one which ecan 
to anti-democratic ) such as the 
hatred, fear and suspicion or an attack on 
progressive movements generally. 














By Jerry Voorhis 


e American people are just 
Constitutional 


that now, for the first time, 
home to us that those liberties 


liberty and democracy are 


of possible plenty; (3) hatred, 
fear, prejudice and intolerance and the people who breed 
(4) organizations and individuals working in our 
country under the direction and control of foreign powers 
(5) the threat of war, and the encourage- 


save 
democracy; 


their institutions and the 
liberties of the many against attempts by minorities to 


found without violating 
The most effective 


carefully conducted, into 
the work of organizations controlled and directed from 
abroad and devoted to foreign systems of dictatorship 
It can also 


creation 
labor 
Only the greatest care, 
the greatest faithfulness to exact facts can prevent this. 


Un-American Activities-—— 


eckless Statements Weaken Effects 
Of Vital Dies Committee Exposures 











Member of Congress 


are fully conscious of this fact 


mean to 


business enterprise. 


or 
has adequately demonstrated its truth. 
Party as now constituted has been shown to be no more 
an American institution than the Amtorg is an American 


Committee 
Communist 


the 
The 


not, 


2. Likewise and with equal conclusiveness, the Com- 


shown that 
American 


mittee has 
Bund is an 
therefore 
that 


thing is some 





their 
they 
attempts 


of 


ference 





statements 


of the 


Martin Dies 


and Fascist activity in the United States. 


full facts 


his best 
vagaries. 


to 


gations. 


be turned 





Dies on the Chair -———_ 


ELDOM has any congressional 

group stirred up as much dif- 
opinion 
wing circles of this nation’s body 
politic as has the Dies Committee. 


threatened to nullify the effects 
probers’ 
anti-democratic, Communist, Nazi 


One of Dies’ severest critics is the young, crusading 
Congressman from California, Jerry 
counterbalance his 
In the accompanying article Representative 
Voorhis analyzes the work of the Committee and dis- 
cusses his own position and actions during the inyesti- 


It is a most pertinent analyzation, coming just as the 
Committee's final report is made to Congress. 


Fritz Kuhn’s German-American 
Branch of the World Nazi 
ment and that there are those, both in the United States 
and in Europe, who hope the time will come when Kuhn 
can play the role of an “American Henlein.” The amazing 
organizations 


Move- 


calling themselves 


in the left- 


and tactics which 


discoveries of 


Voorhis, who did 
chairman’s political 








of _ 


and = “patriotic” 


have cooperated with the 
of course, does not even begin to speak for the millions 
of fine and patriotic Americans of German descent. 


Bund. The Bund, 


These are the reasons I have felt it my duty to continue 3. The Committee has shown how a _ considerable 
as a member of the Dies Committee even though I have number of organizations, such as the Silver Shirts of 
wanted many times to be able to have more time for America, are nothing more than racketeering attempts 
constructive work for the 130,000,000 people in America to prey upon the prejudice and fears of well-meaning 
instead of svending so much of it trying to find out what people and to prostitute the words “Christian” and 























is wrong with a w hundred thousand of them. “patrotism” to the sordid ends of personal gain for the 
. : self-styled Hitlerian leaders of paper organizations. 

oo are the main things the Committee has brought It has shown a whole pattern of these “organizations,” 

ut: a which attempt to stir up hatred 1 prejudice and 

1. It has juite conclusively that the Communist fear, in precisely the same way that the Nazis used in 

Party of t States in the final analysis nothing Germany. It has shown how these: organizations tried 
more nor less than the agent in the United States of to unite in the “American Nationalist Confederation” 

the Communist International and the Communist Party but any real success. To the Committee’s credit 

of Russia. Whether all of* its rank and file members be it said that it has earned the everlasting enmity of 


Playboy McWilliams 





New U.S. Fascist Chief Drops Quack 


Inventions to Lead Anti-Semitic Gunmen 


By ROY TOZIER 





y the autumn of 1939, when Hitler wa 
mobilizing his armed forees in order to 
“liberate” another batch of German minori- 
ties, the Christian Mobilizers also mobilized 
though not for Danzig but for dancing. N 
ordinary session of swing was this gathering 
of t Clan of Coughlin. These men danced 
with purposeful step of mare ! storm 
troopers. 

When all expenses were paid, there re 
mained the tidy little surplus of which, 








according to prearranged plan, was dumped 
into the ever-yawning coffers of Charles 
Edward Coughlin 
The radio priest is not one to deny hi 
supporters the pleasure of contributing finan 
cially to what he whimsieally calls “Social 
Justice.” but in this instance the good fathei 
found himself in something of a dither. 
Acceptance of the check would constitute 
acknowledgment of his hegemony over the 
Christian Mobilizers; rejection might offend 
the individual members. 
and the radio watch his 





With the pres 


g 
not afford to admit thé 








every move, he could at 
in a lus orgy of intolerance he had sired 
his fase offspring; yet, with competition 
being his business of Fascism, 


what it is in tl 
he could not afford to drive so many solvent 








di ito the camp of a competitor. 
] was a nasty dilemma, but Coughlin 
oved himselt its master. November 1 he 
returned the che to Mobilizer Mary § 


















“We know that at 

who belong to the 

li ood people ana 

of social justice. Unfortunately, the 

ollowers have been led by Mr. McWilliams 
nto an alliance with the Bund. 

I want them to realize that if I should 

q the ( ris M bh reEyS for the 

\ s doing, | vuld not be applauding 

he vers, b j the leaders, 

consequel 0 1 € own 





* 





Christian Mobilizers, shown at a Bund demonstration with Fritz Kuhn. 
er street speaker, who was arrested in 1934 for burglary. Last is 


gets most annoyed when someone goes around 





jeopardizing that position. Joseph McWilliams 
had done just that to the man whom he nas 

edged as his fuehrer. He sinned in 
that he actually practiced the prejudices 


preached by the priest. 


Coughlin praised the German-American 
Bund with faint damning, so the vouthful 
disciple became a friend of Fritz Kuhn and 
an ally of his organization. Coughlin attacked 
‘atheistic Jews,” so MeWilliams announced 
to all and sundry that he proposed to hang 


all kinds of Jews to te 
Coughlin threatened | 
the Franco so McWilliams and _ his 


« phone pole Se 
hj 


to oppose his enemies 





sang of professional Christians in the Chris- 
tian Front began indulging in some of those 
well-known Franco practices 

At first McWilliams sinned only in his ex- 
cessive enthusiasm, and that Coughlin might 
have forgiven, but when he split the ranks 


of the Christian Front by 


forming the Chris- 








tian Mobilizers—well, that was too much for 
the good father. He repudiated his former 
ieutenant. Sententiou he called his stray- 





fold of the Christian 


heep to return to the 


Front. 








However, a large percentage of the Mobil- 
izers stayed mobilized, even though they 
continued to look upon Coughlin as th 
Messiah and the magazine “Social Justice” 
as their Bib'’e. Not even the fact that Mce- 
Williams atiended the Labor Day convention 





of the Catholic-hating Ku Klux Klan alienated 












his devoted Catholic followers. They seemed 
t at ali al: <d when it was reported that 
had been elected to the National Supreme 
Co of the Klan. 
a fact, membership in the Christian Mol 
zers has increased since Coughlin begar 
his anti-McWilliams campaign. Mobilizers 
till accept the anti-S¢ » sociology and th 
eco f the priest, b 
action” method of 
l the secre his sucec 
g followers a 
$ ‘ 












their passion jn terms of 
Seldom are there few 
mass mectings duvr ng an 





and seldom is there a m 
not followed by a 
all 
in the vicinity. 

McWilliams, Westphal, 
Kuhn, Collins, ¢ 


directed toward 


o be 


rues ure masters of th 





of inflaming the collective mind of the “Chris- 


tian’? mob. 
Militant 
to dece people, but in 
liams it is 
“cess he enjoved n h 
rested in a large measur 
fr 


him by 
were Je 


riven former 


A psychiatrist, famili 


















miniature 
Jew ~ 


, Conneley ¢ 


anti-Semitism 


particularly 





Mr. William Dudley Pelley and that its members have 
been sued for $500,000 each by that gentleman. Since 
his appearance before the Committee—at his own de- 
mand—hardly anything has been heard from General 


George Van Horn Mosely. 


4. The Committee has shown the way in which the 
Communist Party, the Bund and similar groups have 
sought to use already existing organizations and insti- 


tutions for their purpose—or failing that have set up 
“front” organizations to establish contact with larger 
groups of people than the parent organizations could 


reach. To my mind, this must not be taken to mean that 
every organization which the Communist Party or the 
Nazis attempt to penetrate must be forthwith abandoned 
by earnest progressives or earnest conservatives. 


2 case of one or two organizations which ar 
In the ca f on t nizati h are 
nothing more nor less than Communist catspaws, this 


is probably all there is left to do, but a glance at the 
list of organizations described by Ear! Browder as “trans- 
mission belts for Communist Party” show how 
impossible any constructive activity would be if everyone 
else abandoned all which the Communists 
have tried penetrate, 

And it would perhaps be even more preposterous to 





the will 


organizations 


to 


suggest that sincere Christians should leave their 
churches because one or two people belonging to that 
church have strayed so far from an understanding of 


its true Gospel as to preach essentially Nazi or Fascist 
doctrine under the protection of that church. What this 
portion of the Committee’s work does show, however, is 
the urgent necessity for earnest people in all organiza- 
tions of every sort to free their organizations from any 
contro] exercised by any group committed to a foreign 
philosophy of ‘dictatorship and mapping its course with 
a view to serving that dictatorship rather than the best 
interests of the American people. These are the main 


things the Committee has shown. Obviously, they are 
important. 
* ~ 


the other side of the ledger, however, are some im- 


O* 


portant and weighty items. First is the danger 
that people will get the idea that an investigation of 
this sort is the answer to un-American activities. I 


doubt that it is even a quarter of the answer, 

The real answer to un-American activities can only 
be found in a very much more earnest drive by all sin- 
cerely devoted people in this country toward solving 
unemployment, eliminating the slums and doing all things 
necessary to remove the causes which make men a prey 
to the doctrines of Communism, Nazism, Fascism, as an 
escape from the dilemma of their poverty and helpless- 











ness in the midst of possible plenty. Unless these things 
are done, there will be little le in the work of this 
Committee. If the Committee is continued, and its mem- 
bers really want to strike an effective blow to un- 


American activities, they will have some hearings on the 

economic and social un-American activities. 

sut the work of this Committee or any other like it 

be discredited and ean yield very harmful results 

if its findings are not carefully made on the basis of 

real evidence, if innocent good names are in- 
(Continued on Page Seven) 


causes of 
can 


people’s 





violence. 
er fifteen C.M, 
y week in New York; 
ass meeting which is 
reign of terror 
unfortunate 


than 





enougn 


Roosevelt | 


Of 


Hartery. Deatherage, 
and other C.M. dema- 


eir chosen profe 


lon 


New Measures 
NE 











is always offensive bills compete with hang- 


the case of McWil- overs for the attention of the 
» obscene, for what Congress that met this week. Still 
is pre-Mobilizer days on the books from the slow-mov- 
ec upon the assistance ing regular ’39 session are Roose- 


velt’s which, 
the Senate but not yet 


considered in the House, calls for 


iends, most of whom recovery measure 


passed by 


ar with the strange 




















workings of the human mind, might-conelude loans of over one and one-half 
that McWilliams’ obligations have conditioned Dillion dollars for publie works, 
this obsession which motivates both the man ural electrification, farm relief, 
and his organization. conservation and _ reclamation, 
* * Other measures which have 
LTHOUGH MeWilliams went to New ‘Successfully through the Senate 
York in 1925, it was not until 1930 that but are yet to be dealt with by 
he began associating almost exclusively wi he House includs an $800,000- 
Jews. In that year he became an intimate 900 boost for the nation’s slum- 
friend of Ray Halpern, James and Wil ‘learance drive. 
Shapiro, George Howard and Aaron Cecil Coming up fast from the ex- 
Snyder. eme right are the attempts to 
These friends, all kill the Wagner and Wage-Hour 
educated, intelligent laws. 
intellectually superi The Gavagan anti-lynch mea- 
In rapid succession sure, drowned out last year by 
ranch hand, cons ; : t isual filibuster, will come be- 
lriver, securities salesma alesman. fore Congress this year, and new 
and entol tactics are being sought by lib- 
known these new friend erals to prevent the anti-Negro 
e) short time when } ade h first Southern Senators and their Yan- 
touch $300 from Howard sack = kee es from killing the propo- 
ention ce f ‘ iting wrinkles sal this vear. 
neckties A national health bill has been 
In Ap 1231, MeWillia j oken of by various congressmen 
Ha ! Berkley Hote I cont j and senators—particularly Wag- 
te 0 1 apartments o ne and is bound to come up this 
Wi | \ ie, until Christmas, 1932,  sessi with the port of 
(Continued on Page Six) \ in lak 


In the next picture is Edmund Vincent Burke, Mobilizer street speaker, who 
John J. Olivo, captain of the Mobilizers' Guard Unit, who was jailed in 


Pictures 


- ~ 


courtesy of Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League. 
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High Schoo!" nard Feinman, Manager, New 


he ut is M in 
| 
PI ximateiy , — Xpé e ! “Ope I activit “Anoth iote ening. The folks pre pisterously happy.” RT) THE KE | ' . 
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r returned ce of fascist leaders which probably wi WINTER GARDEN "2 $3 San. Sarah i | 


1937, McWilliams returne one of his meet in 
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THE NEXT PEACE AND 


THE FUTURE OF EUROPE | 





A Conference... 


FRID.: AY EVENING 
JAN. Sth at 8:30 
WHAT KIND OF PEACE? 
Speakers: 
Jean-Yves LeBranchu, Philip Guedalla, Louis Waldman 
Algernon Lee, Chairman 
President, Rand School of Social Science 


ADMISSION: 25 CENTS FOR EACH SESSION. 
THE DEBS AUDITORIUM OF THE RAND SCHOOL, 


JAN. 6th at 2:30 
INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS OF EUROPE 
Speakers: 
Dr. Hans Simons, Dr. Ernest Minor Patterson, 
Dr. Emil Lengyeli 
William E. Bchn, Chairman 
Educational Director, Rand School of Social S 


| 
| 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON | 











7 EAST 15TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY. 











SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
FEDERATION AT WORK 


Readers in Localities in Which S.D.F. Branches Do Not Now Exist 
May Obtain Information, Charter Blanks, Membership Applications, 








Ete. by Addressing: Nat’l Office, S.D.F.,814 Albee Bldg., Wash., D.C, 











CALIFORNIA 

Social Democrats will hold a state convention Jan, 15-14 
at Socialist Center, 126 St. Louis St., Los Angeles. Main 

+ business will be consideration of an offer to cooperate with 
the Progressive Commonwealth Federation, referred to the 
S. E. which will report. Members are urged to attend 
and friends are welcome. 
There will be a dinner Jan. 
at Boos Cafeteria, 530 S. Hill 
6.30 p.m. Guest speakers 
Al Sessions, secretary of the 
Federation, I. Mencotf of the Ver 





13 ¢ 
t free. This is what the under- 
signed is doing. Try it 


Philadelphia 


Tartak in a 





Elias series of 


band, Morris Green oy San Fran- en ‘ 
cisco and others. Members | and three lectures at Debs School of 
friends of both organizatio are Social Science, 415 S. 19 St. on 


Fridays 8:50 p. m. Jan. 5 


welcome. ie > 
“China-Past and Present”; Jan 





Florida 12, “America Comes of Age” 
Help THE NEW LEADER by get- Jan. 19( “Nazism in Theory and 
ting subs, circulate the pamphlet, Practice’; Jan. 26, Henry Brin- 
“100 Questions to Commruntints,” ton, of the British Labor Party, 
and help S.D.F. propaganda. ‘The Labor Party and the War” 
Send to THE NEw LEADER $2.50 August Claessens speaks for 
and receive 50 of these 10 cent Young Circle Leagues, Tuesday, 
pamplets; then send $1 for 50 Jan. 9, 8:30 p. m. in same build- 
NEw LEApeERs. Sell the pamphlet ing. Topic: “Jewish Youth and 
for a dime and give the pape the World Crisis.” 
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When in need 
of a Laxative 


use what millions of others are using — 
EX-LAX—mild, gentle, pleasant—yet effec- 
tive. Children needn’t be coaxed into taking 
Grown-ups enjoy the taste, too. And 
EX-LAX is as effective as any laxative can be. “ 


Keep Regular with 


EX-LAX 


THE CHOCOLATED LAXATIVE ° 
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RAVEN LODGE 


In a comradely 


WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, Inc. 


(ORGANIZED 1572) 


environment invit- 
ing rest and relaxation—sports and 
social diversions. IN THE CENTER 
OF LAKEWOOD’S WINTER GAY- 


ETY Special rate to The New 
A Co-operative Fire Insurance Leader readers. 
Society Owned and Operated Tel. Lakewood 922 416 Third St. 


by Workingmen I.GOLD & BOOBAR Lakewood, N. J. 


100% Unionized 


HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST 


ni 


Vally 











¢ olumble Tea Co. 


Average Rute 10 Cts. An) 
for every $100.00 Insurance 
. e . 

Fire Losses Appraised Liberally 
Upon Admission every 

must make a deposit eq 

90 cents for « } 

Insurance. This deposit will be 

repaid in full upon withdrawal 


membe? 
il to 


1.00 of 










For further information 
apply to the Main Office 


227 EAST 84th STREET 


New York City 
Telephone REgent 4-2 
Ask for booklet 62 
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Order from your grocer this famous 
Russian tea Known to millions as 


“SWEE-TOUCH-NEE TEA” 


UNION DIRECTORY 


S)ONNAZ, SINGER TLR, RERS, TUCKERS, STITCHERS AND PLEATERS' 




















UNION, Local 66, I.L.G.W.U., 135 W. 33rd St., PA, +g 4-5-6. Executive Board 
mects every Thursday night in the office of the Union, L, Freedman, President; 
Harry Goxt, Sec’y-Treasurer. 

AP MAKERS’ UNION, Local 2, Tel. Stuyvesant 9-1263. Executive Board meets 
every Monday All meetings are held at 104 East 9th St.. New York City. 
XLOAK, DRESS, DRIVERS’ AND HELPERS’ UNION, Local 102, LL.G.W.U., 

131 West 33rd St., CHickering 4-3681. Saul Metz. Manager. 

ORSET AND BRASSIERE ee; UNION, Local 32, LL.G.W.U., 96—5tu 
ve., New York City; ALg. 4+ Abraham Snyder, Manager. 





bah he WORKERS OF AMERICA, New York Joint Board, 3t West 15th St., 














New York City; rOmpkins Square 6-540. L. Hollender, J. Catalanotti, Man- 
agers; Abraham Miller, See'y-Tre asurer. 
UR DRESSERS’ UNION, Local 2, LF.W.U. Office, 81 Broadway, Brooklyn; 
EVergreen 8-6442. Regular 1 ngs Ist and 3rd Mondays, 049 Willoughby Ave. 
Brooklyn. President, Joseph Karrass; Vice-Pre lent, St nm Tabasco; I ens 
Agent, Samucl Mindel; § v, J. W. Fletcher; 1 r, Solomon Kalmikoff. 
NTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF PULP, SULPHITE i PAPER MILL 


WORKERS of United States end Canada. John P. B rke, Pre ent-Secretary; 











Bart Doody, Trea:wurer 
OINT BOARD DYESS AN D WAIST M AKE vol U NION, 252 West 40th St., New 
York City; LOngeecre 5 yard of -ctors meets every Monday evening; 
Joint Board meets every Wedn lesday ev i the Council Room at 218 W. 40th 
St. Julius Hochman, General Manager; Phillip Kapp, S« y-Treasurer 























THE INTERNATIONAL 
¥ ADIES’ G oe Ne WORKERS’ UNION, 2 West 16th Str t, New York City; 
WAtkins 9-65 David Dubinsky, Pr lent 
~ TUF AMAT CAMATED 
ADIES’ ¢ a CUTTERS’ UNION, _ Local 10, I.L.G.W.U., 60 W. 35th St.3 
WIs. 7-80i!. Executive Roard meets every Thursday at the ‘e of the Union 
Harry Shay Pre I ! N M . Louis Sto re Asst. Mgr.;: 
Max Goldenberg. S to Exe | i: M Dian 1, Chairman. Ene Board 
V ILLINERY hog oo rag U NTO N, Local 24, Cloth Hat, Cap and Millinery Workers 
International dD nt flice, 640 fF way, SPring 5 : tow 
office, 30 W. 37th St Wis 3 $278. Meccutive Board meets soenr Weeeias “¢ pam. 
Manger. N Spector: Secretary t s.. Alex R : O I H. ¢ iberg. 4 
Sendelawits. W. Gondman. Lucy Onnenheim: ¢ rime cutive Board, Morris 
Rosenblatt; Secretary of Executive Board, Saul Hodos asa nar samcctaoliaiia 
> UNITED 
ECKWEAR MAKE RS" UNION, 7 E. 15th § ALg 4-7082, Joint Executive 
Board meets eve Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. I i meets ¢ ery esda 8 m 
in the office. Ed Gottesn Secre Treasurer, — se — 








NDERGARMENT AND NEGLIGEE WORKERS’ UNION, Local 62 of LL.G.W.U. 





873 Broadway, New York City; ALg. 4-1861. §S Shore, Manager. 
AITERS’ AND WAITRESSES’ UNION, Local 1, A-Fof v ; 
7th Ave.; LAc, €5483. W. Lehman, Secretary, ' en ee 





SDF Local New York 
Reports 1939 Progress 


By AUGUST CLAESSENS 
Excellent progress has been made by the Social Demo- 
cratic Federation, Local New York City, during the past 
year. Every undertaking was successful and the entire 
organization stepped forward in a series of activities in- 
creasing in tempo towards the end of the year. 
There now 37 branches, 





are 











several of them with over 100 majority are i> unionists 
members, and a number again (A. F. of L., C.1.0., ete.) and 
have club rooms. Two new heir wives, a these Social 
branches were recently organized, Dicnieaia work together har- 


Cohen Furrier, and 
Sigman Dress Pr 
About 10,000 dues 


the Isidore 
the Morris 
sers Branches. 


moniously. 
No Factionalism 
Local New York has no cliques 


es- 


amps were sold during 1939 le 
cg that about one- S20UPS or factions and although 
half of our memb ae Lares ahs there are differences of opinion 
1alf of our members are still in on sueny matters there ja a 
the habit of paying dues which is healthy tolerance and a mutual 


not a popular American custom. 

One remarkable feature about 
the membership is that with re- 
latively few exceptions the great 


respect among the members. 
We have no messiahs, career- 
ists or pseudo-revolutionists, 





gentlemen who have generally 

* ° come from the clerical and ac- 

Racine, Wisc. ’ ademic professions and who for 

August Cl laessens speaks at years have often volunteered to 
Banquet of Racine Consumers Co-  *Jead” the working class. 


operative, Saturday, Jan. 6. He Thirty public meetings 


were 





































































will speak at S.D.F. meetings in held during the year—large mass 

Chicago on Jan. 7 and 8 and meetings on the European situa- 

probably in Milwaukee and tion, in Carnegie Hall, Town Hall, 

Kenosha, Hotel Diplomat and in many 
NEW YORK CITY neighborhood halls. 

General Membership meeting In most instances these meet- 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, 8:30 p. m. ings were attended by great 
in Debs Auditorium, 7 East 15th crowds and hundreds were turned 
St. Decisions and plans of the away. Splendid publicity was 
National Executive Committee ttained, several hundreds of new 
will be submitted by Louis Wa people joined the S.D.F. and 
man, Algernon Lé and Max many Socialists, sick of wrang- 
Frankle. Resolutions will be pre- ling and splits in other groups, 
ented on measur before Cong have returned to our ranks 
Yess of the S.D.I Ove 100.000 afiets, f 
on in onal and inter- arate issues in two la 
national problems, were tributed and a 

os quantit phlet 

S.D.F. Prog W.E.V.I Id t y Yo Cit 
fo he mont} J 12, 10 ! | } A} and e an- 
p. m. August Claess on “Wha nual n Aug e) 

Sceial D rac J 19 \ ‘ i 
Lena 1 Lew Jan. 26 Muc edit for t econ 
Ben W year it re shor ou the 

4 S.D.F. is due t \lgerno ‘Ge 

T I i 1 G e) Membei city cl rmar na the ¢ Ex 

» meeting Sunday, Jan. 7, 2 ) ( mi vorke! 

yp. m. at Burnside Manor, Burn diligently and effectively. ‘Phe 

side 1 Harrison Aves Impo Women’s Committ also contri- 

tant matters require presence of buted much to the steady pro- 
every loy S.D.F. member. gress of our organization 

' ’ ' The Youth Committee has 

Upper West Side Branch is ar- made a beginnine and several 
ranging # symposium on “Att tH ) re ho COME 
t es Toward War” ruc day, Mostly yo y eople. The 
Jan. 16. The recent Committe mn Cooperative ind 
lecture by Elias Tartak en Ors tion were also active 
0 ‘ecord cre ] There ‘ i t 100 able 

un. Bolin speaks ou vin speahers, iecLurers and Leache 
] ire American Labor” at in Loc New York and many 
the 4th A.D. Br. Forum, Tues- ippear weekly before forums, 
day, Jan. 9, 8:30 p. m. in club trade unions, Workmen’s Circle 
oms, at 393 Grand St. Branches, and other organizations 
' ” and in weekly broadcasts ove) 

Isaac Bloom is the new organ- Station E.V.D. 
zer of B. C. Viadeck Br fi. Work has started for 1940 and 
Schnachner, Fin. Secy. Hyman every indication points to a con- 
Feinerman, Rec. Secy Members tinuous growth, increased ac- 
of County Comm., I. Bloom and tivity, and a larger membership 
Anna Claessens Next meeting for the great tasks ahead for 
on Jan 18, Secial Democracy. 

A surprise party held in Club, A. . CF. 6416 Parkway, 
Chir own last Saturday to cel Brooklyn, iday, Jan. 5, 8:30 
reg the 60th birthday of Dr. S. P. M.; By ‘12. Wilii Schlamm; 
Maggin. Some 60 comrades Jan. 1, J. Shaplen. 
gathered and showered him with Ads and greetings are pouring 
gifts, speeches gs and toast nicely for the Journal printed 

in connection with the 4th Anni- 

Women’s Afternoon Classes  versary Ball of Local New York 
vill resume classes on Jan. 22 at SD.F. to be held in Hotel Diplo- 
1:30 p.m. at the Rand School. A mat on Saturday, April 27. 





Branch will announce 


eries of 12 lectures are arranged 
on Current Consumer Problem the op ening of a weekly 





with prominent speakers, expert forum in their neighborhood. 

in their specific topics. The Debs Branch will hold a 
Vest Bronx Branch will hold regular meeting on Monday, Jan. 

a symposium on “The World 8, at their headquarters, 96 Ave. 


Crisis and its Possible Outcome” C. Election of officers and other 


Thursday, Jan. 11, 8:30 p. m. in important business. 

the 3urnside Manor. tudolf ; 

Katz, Leon Dennen, Sam Baren In addition to the regular 

and others will speak. tepics for the conference Satur- 
‘latbush-Central Branch will y afternoon, January 20, in the 





People’s eae a special feature 
f the program will be a report 
y August Claessens on the Co- 


open their New Year’s activities 
with a social gathering and Card 0 
Party, Saturday, Jan. 18,9 p.m. bj 


























in the home of Sarah Rutes, 849 operative Consumers’ Conference 
Linden Blvd. to be held this week in Racine. 
+ ‘ Mr. Claessen ll be guest 
Annual Banquet of Flatbush speaker at the Racine meeting. 
sr. 1, Jewish Socialist Verband, The two topics for considera- 
Saturday, 13, at 844 Utica tion at the Conference on the 
Ave. 20th: Preventi Profiteering in 
War Times; Practical Plans 
Jos. Belsky speaks on “The Re- for a New Pe: Program. 
cent Campaign” Bay Parkwa Leading officials in the } 
: Coonerat League and n- 
oa = ais formed S. D. F. members will 
take pal the discussions 
Furni ished | Room, single, in private 
|} tome Attractive, very reasonable 
Rive rside & 138 St. Conven. subway, 
s line Phor EDweconmbe 4 7235 




















° | 
an g Method ¢€ German People’s School | 
y’ é- Thursday, Jan. 11, 1940—8:30 p.m. | 
a : ana 4 Bh ot St Rand Scho 7 FE. 15th St., 6th Ploor 
ge nedncy short | | ne ADOL F STURMTHAL 
ae 4 : eee ' f Fritz Adler 
the Se nd Int 
est, ) polit Konstellation in den 
lang \ einigten Staaten” 
g PF FREI ] The Political Situation in the 
| LINGUAPHONE INSTITUT! ae fen 
| 100 RCA Buildi ew York Cit } res 











‘New Leader Ass'n to Meet 













Zz d its first 
- yr of the ye "Mo 0 p. m., in the | 
| R 1 She ool. gt r t ussed, and "reports 
} ¥ be submitted by Louis of the associa- 
| tion; James Oneal, editor, manager 





mittee can 
and 





Page Seven 





Replace Dies, Committee for 
Cultural Freedom Urges 





aA propos 
epresentatiy pia 
of committee invest 


un-American 





its Wau 
activities ‘someone 
who understands the difference 
subversive and 
Was contained in a letter 
day to all Representatives in 
Congress, and signed by 75 prom- 


between aien, 


Sen. fo- 





inent educators, authors and 
artists, members of the Commit- 
tee for Cultural Freedom. 

In the opinion of the signers, 
Representative Dies’ statement, 
that the investigations of his 


Committee would, if continued, 
result in “the deportation of no 
than 7.000,000 aliens” em- 
ployed in this country, has “dis- 
qualified him for the important 
chairmanship which he holds.” 
“Of course,’ the letter point. 
out, “there are not 7,000,000 
aliens in the United States 
have failed to take out their 
citizenship papers. But that is 
not the the Chairman of 
the House Committee investigat- 
ing un-American activities wishes 
to deport a single alien on no 
other ground than that he or she 
is an alien, he misapprehend; the 
very function of his Committee.” 
Totaiitarian Way Hit 
While not questioning the 
right and duty of Congress to 
safeguard American institutions 


less 


who 


issue. If 





subversive act 

of the let 
duty cannot be 
na democratic , by borrowing 


from 


signers 


tivities, tne 
ter warn that 


dischar zed 














the irresponsible and_ nihilistic 
methods of totalitarianism.’ 

“We therefore,” the letter con- 
cludes, “respectfully urge that 
the House of Representatives, if 


it shall decide to inquire furth:r 


into genuinely subversive activ- 
ities, place at the head of its 
Committee delegated to perform 
this delicate task, someone who 
understands not only the ditfer- 
ence between subversive and 
alien ,but also the distinction 
which is of the very esse d 
democracy — between subversive 
activity and honest, open crit- 
icism. 
Noted Signers 
“The Congress owes it to the 


safeguard 
objective 


American people to 
with scupulous care the 


fulfillment of this task, in order 
that their faith in their elected 
representatives shall not he 


the undemocratic be- 


any congressional 


shaken by 
havior of 
agency.” 
Herbert Agar, 
Allen, Cyrus 
Mildred R. 
Blake, P. 
Dunbar 
stein, 


Frederick Lewis 
LeRoy Baldridge, 
Blake, William P. 
W. Bridgman, Dorothy 
Bromley, Daniel J. Bron- 
Edmund deS. Brunner, 


Burdick, Henry Seidel 
w. B. Cannon, Oliver 
1, John L,. Childs, Philip 
Cox, Wendell P. Dabney, 





rid Da 
Deutsch, 


iasoph, 


Dav 
Babette 
Paula El] 
bree, Abraham Epstein, 


Elmer Davis, 
John Dewey 
Edwin R. Em- 
Morris L. 


vids 








Ernst, Don Evans, Arthur Davi- 
son icke, Bernard D. N. Gre- 
banie Balcomb Greene, Charles 
Yale Harrison, George W. Hart- 
mann, John P. Herring, educator, 





Norman E. 
Hintz, Sidney 


Howard W. 
James W. 


Himes, 
Hook, 


Horace » M, Kaller 








Kilpatrick Suzanne LaFollette, Ss. 
M. "Seviias, Henry R. Linville, 
Laura Branson Linville . Arthur 
QO. Lovejoy , Ferdinan¢ 1 Lundberg, 
Lenore G. Marshall, Milton S. 
Mayer Philip E. Mosely, Stephen 


Naft, Henry Neumann, cator. 
Jesse H. Ne 


education, Colt 
James Oneal, 





Perlman, Ralph Barton Perry, 
Victor Riese] James Rorty, 
Robert Rosten. 


Dwight 
Ar- 


ver, George S. 


Runes, 


Sa 


Dagobert D. 





ine Singer, Joseph 
Hilten ‘Smyth, Rose M. Stein, 
Clara G. Stillman, Benjamin 








Symes, V. 

Frank 
Winwar, 
Bertram D. 


Stolberg Lillian 
Thayer, Norman Thomas, 

. Trager, Frances 
Helen Woodward, 
Wolfe. 





USSR Set for Drive on Turks 


(Continued from Page One) 

This is a simple biological problem, 
despite the factor of the unprecedented brutality 
towards his own populace. 
momentary 
to send troops to Finland need not last for a 


miracle. 


of a ruler 


Of course, the Allies’ 




















,the 
statements 
“leftists” 

reduced 


ago 


reluctance 
against our 











growing 
on 
whose 
to supporting Hitler and Stalin with 
laments against 
“optimism.” 








number of pro-Federation 
Allied side, those strange 
philosophy seems to be 


the 
sole 


“British Imperialism” warned 





long time. The next months, perhaps the next “That is nothing but a fake,” they polemicized. 
weeks, may bring their defensive strategy com- “All these statements come only from the mouths 
pletely to an end. of irresponsible French and British propagan- 
There is evidence that their general staffs dists, but the governments purposely void such 
have seen that the blockade, the Allies’ most promises.” 
effective weapon, is not certain to succeed unless — the world possesses the official formula- 
their foes are forced to consume on a real war tion of the t European program—in clear 
level; and that means military action cn the words po in terms which until yesterday were 
broadest seale. utopian slogans of “radical” dreamers. Of 
As this column tried to point out weeks ego, course, no one is obliged to admit that the 
Stalin’s mad action in Finland ye the Allies its of Franee and England, if they 
the far > gift of a second front which they to feel the unceasing moral pressure 
bi v needed and wanted. It is by no few opinion, couldn’t change their minds. 
impossible that Finland ll soon receive They could. And progressive world opinion is 
onl Tectiy npower—and beconx obliged to retain a certain amount of caution 
one chief | of this general towards the reactionary clans, still at work in 
hich would « a virtual defeat for England and Frances 
racy if ld be won merely against Sut the new official proclamation of the Allies 
German} offer more opportunity to ask certain profes- 
sional anti-Allies circles within the “left” camp: 
t ” f French government Mr. Will yo lly say whether or not the Allied 
Daladicr has officially announced that Franc war aims, us they are stated, are identical with 
will eagerly accept the European Federation the program any sound liberal would recommend 
as the progressive kind of peace Europe needs to Europe? Will you tell us whether or not 
ifter the war. Two days later the English the western democracies should exchange this 
government subscribed to this proclamation. program for a “quick peace” under Hitler’s 
Wi this column carefully noted, some weck terms? 
7 Sometimes I have the feeling that certain 
“anti-propagandists’”’ general lamentations 
Reckless Statements about the horrors of war (and war is horrible, 
indeed!) are simply the cheapest kind of propa- 
vanda, and the most senseless one. As long 
Hurt Probe Exposes as these friends of ours haven’t the courage to 


(Continued from Page Five) 
between 
planned conspiracy on the 





jured, if a distinction is not made 
the one hand and consciously 
other, and above all, if its work is used by 








; Europe 
mistakes On ]jky 


unscrupulous fo» the sake 





jemand in frank and understandable 
prefers 


resistance, 


words that 
yoke to war- 
talks just dis- 


Hitler-Stalin 
their 


the 


so long art 


honest utilization of an entire continent’s misery 
» of some 


very unimportant “groups.” 











politicians as an excuse for attacking indiscriminately If these “groups” should simply ask for capit- 
progressive and labor organizations and for calling their ulation, they ud be wrong bu ‘at least honest. 
political sconaiel by such names as “Communist,” But as for the familiar combination of excite- 
“Nazi,” or “Fascist.” ment about fascism and reproaches against the 
The main reason I voted last January against CON- only kind of resistance now possible in Europe, 
tinuing the Committee was because had allowed to gO jt seems to 1 that seldom in history has there 
unchallenged irresponsible and untrue charges against heen a similarly irresponsible and senseless 
such men as Culbert Olson, Sheridan Downey, and othe) propaganda at win) 
sincere leaders in California and other states. Let there no word against sighing. It is 
And one of the serious mistakes made by the Com- absolutely human evidence of be wilderment. But 
mittee since I been a member of it has been the when sighing develops the an to be a 
vublication of names of all members of the philosophy, and a most gressive one, 
American League for Peace and Democracy who are then the yr] . f 1ot listen- 
employed by the government. The Committee itself stated jing to jt 
at the time that it had no proof at all that any of these And this ’ int nake th banal 
persons was a Communist. Yet the list was published statement because its readers should know why 
in paper after paper under the headline: “Dies Com- they so rarely find here discussions with “rad- 
mittee Reveals List of Government Reds.” Evidently jcal” opponents of the western powers: You 
injustice was done, therefore, to many of these people cannot argue with those who sigh and offer no 


whether the Committee 
not. 
understanding and 
Committee members about 
what it is going to 
prejudging a case; it is a foolish 
prove a certain thing 
talk about it afterward. 


to do or 


HAVE 


record 


tried 
straight 


very 


and to have it 





intended this to be the 1 
Another thing that can cause a great deal of mis- 
mischief is advance predictions by to 
what the Committee is 
prove, 


hard to do what 


de” . : 
result OY articulated 


going 


democracies, 

This is not only the challenge 
practice. If the Com- 
ought to do it first 


I could ta keep the 


y nt 
resen 


an at 





programs. If 


then this column will 


+ 


decent man on the 


left should finally be courageous enough frankly 
recommend 


the capitulation of the western 


gladly accept 


o argue with him 


Coughlin Sets Up 
oy ‘Minute Men Units 














picture of the real situation in this country. For 

most important to remember the truly noble loyalty to 

the ideals of democracy and America that has been shown (Continued from Page oe 

by at least 98 per cent of our people during thes ‘t quite clear yet. What is ident is that 

rying years Father Coughlin hasn't yet Meade his threat 
One of my ¢g itest fear has r hat the Com- ¢, ttle matters t ‘France way ” 

f — wonle © mark + wr y ttaele on } on ot : ’ 
n ittec W ild 1 a 1 ‘ i { Shirts who were recently 
and ap r’s rignt i ne t ) vdeo ra ; 
ue - se sente r 4 g windows and painting 
dub as “Commu cor t 1 I 4 ( , $ 

v2 vas ) } ago dena? » tore 

Aghtine the Comt _ , : f the " S. % v ‘ ‘go “* tment store, 
movemer I eer , t of | leclar mselves to be Father Cough- 
fn a} let. distributed i “hi 

eca P ( have De ber nass meeting of 
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By Charles Yale Harrison 


NEVER dreamed that I would live 

day when my heart would go out in sympathy 
to Joseph Stalin. But I am a sentimentalist by na- 
ture and my emotions are quickly called into 
play by the plight of the underdog. Things seem 
to be going quite badly for the master of the 
Kremlin and twice within the past few months 
he has received such a trouncing as to evoke all 
the tender feeling which I ordinarily reserve for 
crippled children, Scotch terrier puppies and the 
Hundred Neediest Cases. 

I refer, as you may have guessed, 
astrous retreat now thre vatening to become a rout 
on the Karelian Isthmus-——and to the ignominous 
withdrawal of the Soviet Pavilion from Flushing 
Meadows. For in a way, the two events are 
links in the same chain. 

Certainly it must be 
Soviet Union hadn’t embarked on 
imperialist conquest last Fall, the 
hibit at the Fah 
demolition today. Yet 
edifices now lie in ruins, the wrecking of the 
Russian structure should cause no more than a 
passing sigh. Instructions from Moscow has 
destroyed more 

How well I recall 
the opening of the Pavilion 
sweetness and brotherly love. Politicians diplo- 
mats vied with one another in paying glowing 
tribute to the progress and peace-loving char- 
acteristics of the Soviet Union. 

The principal speaker, as I recall it, was the 
Russian Charge d’Affairs, now the Soviet Am- 
bassador to Washington, Constantine Oumansky 
who struck the high note of the oecasion when 
he said: “The whole Soviet Union is eager to 
participate in the New York World’s Fair be- 
cause we, too, have a record for enterprise and 
energy and are equally determined for peace.” 

But today huge packing cases marked “Red 
Square No, 3, Moscow, USSR” are piled high on 
the docks of New York’s harbor, dreary symbols 
of still another Soviet which has 
ended in failure and disgrace. 


to the dis- 


conceded that if the 
a campaign of 
gaudy ex- 
process of 
many 


would not be in 


in a world where 


imposing monuments, 
the enthusiasm which marked 
last Spring. All] was 


undertaking 


+ s 


OU stepped beyond the polished portals of 

the Pavilion and at once 
a communist fairyland where you saw 
but the rosy, Soviet 
well-dressed buxom paused in the 
joy of their labor only to record their 
for the benefit of Russian painters and photog- 
raphers. 

Throughout the building the exhibits 
showed vast quantities of machinery being manu- 
factured. The Moscow subway 
is only one mile iong) was represented in minia- 
ture as being spotless and with smooth 
efficiency. And everywhere, if you took the ex- 
position as its tace value, was 
ment and plenty, a!l due to the bounty of 
Stalin, peerless leader of the yroletarias. 

On a large table in the center of the main hall 
Constitution of the USSR, 
world—if you re- 

languages. And 


Soviet 


found yourself in 
nothing 
workers, 


smiling faces of 


women, who 


happiness 


various 
(which in reality 
running 
eisure, content- 
Comrade 
world 
were copies of the 
the most 
member——printed in 
earefully coached guides 
paganda credo: “The Soviet 
which has ended exploitat of man by man, 
eliminated racial and national animosities as 

Still, it e¢ that an enterprising show- 
man could 
of Soviet life which might have 
truth than 
Fair Commission offered to the 
It should lave 
Tussand’s cclebrated museum of 
don and even a low price of admission 
certainly have modest 
entrepreneur. 

Here in the REAL Soviet exhibit we would 
have seen naintings of millions of peasants 
in the Ukraine beine starved to death as the 
result of Stalin’s collectivization — policy. 
There would have been life-like tableaux 
of workers compelled to labor in factories 
surrounded by electrified barbed wire and 
armed Red Guards. Gruesome wax figures 
would represent underfed, badly clothed 
Russian workers who had dared complain or 
strike against intolerable conditions. 

And as our guide conducted us though the 
maze of this realistic exhibition, he would have 


democratic in the 
various 
intoned the 
Union—a country 


pro- 


seems to m 
have gotten together another exhibit 
Sor nearer tne 

which the Soviet 

American public 

Mime. 


horrors in Lon- 


the glittering show 


been done in waxwork like 


would 


reaped a 


to see the 


said something like this: 

“On your right, ladies and gentlemen, you see 
a painting by Ivan Shubin, the celebrated Soviet 
artist. It is called Nignt in Moscow and shows 
prostitutes in the Soviet capital offering their 
favors for a cake of soap or a cheap pair of 
American-made rayon stockings. 

“To your left a group of figures in a GPU 
prison cell, Look closely, ladies and gentlemen, 
and you will observe that they bear a marked 
likeness to Zinoviev, Kameney, Rakovsky and 
other Bolshevik leaders. They are being groomed 
for a demonstration trial and in a few months 
they will be quite ready to confess...” And 
so on, 


A! L last 


* * * 
Americans—-six- 

teen million of them, to be precise—trooped 
through the halls of the Pavilion and gaped at 
the rose-colored wonders of a Soviet Union which 
existed only in the feverish minds of the Krem- 
lin propaganda experts. 

Visitors to the Pavilion were asked to sign a 
guest book giving their the exhibit. 
In the beginning most comments were laudatory. 
Here are a few: “One of the best pavilions at 
the Fair.” “I never realized that the new Rus- 
sia was as wonderful as your exhibition hows 
it to be.” “Congratulations on making a happy 
country out of dark Czarist Russia.” 

However, al! this changed after the signing of 
the Hitler-Stalin pact last August. Comment 
became increasingly critical and bitter. And 
when the Red Army marched into Poland, the 
inscriptions became openly hostile. Officials of 
the Fair tell me that pages of the visitors’ book 
taken out every day and rushed back to 
Moecow for serutiny Ly the ccommissars fo- 
ioreign affairs, 

Sample comments after the invasion of 
follow: “Go back to Russia with your lying 
pavilion!” “A exhibit, but what about 
your three million political prisoners?” “There 
is no Nazi pavilion, which is all right with me, 
so why have a Red one?” 

Overnight, Stalin's 
destroyed all the good-will that had been created 
in the gullible 
The Soviet Pavilion was a flop 

And now that the is under 
way Fair oflicials are more inclined to talk about 
the Russian tiasco. One director, who asked that 
his name be withheld, stated that the decision to 
get out was made shortly after the signing of 
the Nazi-Soviet pact, Stalinism 

liberal mask, 

With plans for the part 
the campaigz: ‘inst the F 
Russians realized that 
American 


Soviet 


summer crowds of 


opinions of 


were 


Poland 


cel} 
swell 


imperialist adventure had 
Americans 


minds of thousands of 


retreat to Moscow 


when removed 


Poland and 
inns certainly 


ition of 
decided 
upon last Summer, the 
public of the 
Union was 
writ- 


trying to convince the 


“peace-loving” character of the 
a hopeless business. And as this is being 
ten “Big Joe”, the young man 
perched atop the pylon alongside the Seviet Pa- 


American 


VW + ee | } 
tali stainless stee 


vilion is being taken apart by iron- 
VW ker s. , 

But “Big Joe” is not quite as big and impos- 
ing as he was before the Red Army started its 
disastrous march toward Helsinki. And his pres- 
diminished since Stalin’s 


started to take a man-size, 


tige has considerably 
touted divisions 
lacking at the hands of the numerical! 
ut heroic Finnish people. 

America’s opinion on the 
from the Fair was best expressed. by 
Morris, of the New York City 

da director of the Fair Corporation, who said: 

“Russia ought to run in shame. They came 
here to the World's Fair to give us a 

lot of hokum about minority rights and the 
rights of people to themselves. 
Anybody who thinks that the Soviet govern 
ment is interested in the rights of the 
werkingman is crazy. Russia and Germany 
combined will give the world an example 
of 250,000,000 economic working at 
sweatshop levels to break down the economy 
and decent living conditions of the civilized 
world.” 

And while, as I said at the outset, I feel sad 
over the terrible plight in which Stalin) must 
surely find himself these days, I think Newbold 
verdict is the American 
people, a faet which was stated in the most 
the: Soviet 


Russian withdrawal 
New bold 


president Council, 


over 


express 


slaves 


1 uta? FY 4 
Morris's verdict of the 
posi- 
np the recent Gallup rol! on 


Finland. 


tive terms 
invasion of 
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WORLD'S MODEL COOPERATIVES 


Finland More Than Any Other Nation Hos Developed a Cooperators' Spirit 
Among Its People. Above Is a Consumers’ Cooperative Flour Mill ot Viipuri, 


Near the Véar Front. 


Viipuri Was Heavily Bombed Last Weck by 


Soviet Planes. 





Editorials 


A DEPRESSION PROBLEM 


ITH industrial production for last month reaching the 

highest peak in American history and between 8,000,000 
and 9,000,000 workers still unemployed, the old year de- 
stroyed the belief that a return to the industrial tempo of 
1929 would restore ‘‘prosperity.”’ 

Economists point out that an increasing demand for 
durable or capital goods, rather than consumer goods, is 
necessary to emerge from the depression, and they are right, 
but for twenty years the market for capital goods has con- 
tinually declined. Even in the peak year of 1929, of 
15 billion dollars of investible funds only a little over three 
billions went into new securities. Even the recovery year 
of 1936 revealed a big increase of trading in old, not new, 
securities. 

It is not enough to say that our basic industries should 
be nationalized. They should be, but cannot be, because 
the vast masses are not prepared for socialization. While 
never losing sight of the need of democratizing the owner- 
ship and management of industry, a drastic reduction in 
the hours of labor might well feature labor's demand this 
year. 

The A. F. of L. program for a five-day thirty-hour week 
has additional force when posed against the background of 
our present highest-peak production, but it will certainly be 
bitterly opposed by dull-witted masters of American life. 
The uprooted millions still barred from industry by a stricken 
capitalism also beckon us to fight for them and their families 
in this New Year. 


NO BRAIN SURPLUS 


E suffer from an overproduction of commodities which 
the working masses can use but cannot buy, but there is 
no surplus of brains among the professional politicians. The 
weekly press service of the Republican National Committee 
chortles over Earl Browder’s pamphlet on the 1940 elec- 
tions, advising a New Deal coalition, and chuckles over 
Communist penetration of various government agencies. 

Just to even the score, it may be pointed out that some 
years ago one of Browder's boys was elected to the North 
Dakota Legislature on the Republican ticket while many 
ambitious Republican politicians have for a number of 
years wooed some pension movements which the Commu- 
nists have penetrated and where they have exercised some 
influence. 

The G.P.U. termites bore into everything and when one 
organization accuses a rival of contamination, a little in- 
vestigation will reveal that the accuser is also bored by 
the borers. 


JOBS AND TAXES 

ALANCING the budget on the empty stomachs of mil- 

lions of jobless workers is a new sport in capitalistic 
politics, but for arrogance in support of this “‘issue,"’ a prize 
should be awarded the State Budget Emergency Committee, 
a coalition of nearly sixty taxpayer groups in New York 
State. 

Stating that it represents the 12,000,000 citizens of the 
state, it declares that a substantial portion of these citizens 
can be put to work “‘at real jobs by reducing taxes."” It 
offers no more substantial proof of this than it does of its 
impudent claim that it represents all the citizens of the 
state. What these realtors are primarily interested in is 
not jobs for the jobless but collection of rents as they 
even if this means reduction of relief for the 








come due, 
destitute. 


STUDENT BOOBERY 


HE fact that a student organization can tie itself to Bol- 

shevik brutality, pseudo-science, and quackery, is itself 
a phenomenon for psychologists to explain. It is an ailment 
so widespread in American colleges that it provides an 
answer to the charge by the Mencken school of thought that 
“boobery” is a failing of the uneducated masses, that 
moronic beliefs and prejudices have their origin in the un- 
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derlying population, and that the masses should be gov- 


erned by the ‘‘educated.” 


Here among masses of college students is a collapse of 
normal thinking, the rise of a cult that accepts an alien 
despotism and without any critical thinking receives and 


carries out orders of the ox-man in the Kremlin. 


No Rus- 


sian laborer facing jail or the firing squad in the ‘‘workers’ 


fatherland,” 


could be more sycophantic than these 


if he expresses faint dissent with Herr Stalin, 


‘“‘educated”” students. 


Mencken and his school may laugh that off—if they can. 





TWO SWINDLERS 
LONG article in the 


Bolshevik ‘‘Pravda,"’ 


Moscow, 


praises Nazi ersatz—substitute—goods, although a 
year or two ago it ridiculed German artificial goods and 


fabrics. 


The substitutes are largely shoddy, as shoddy as 


the output of Russian industry, and it now remains for the 
Nazi press to also praise Russian shoddy. 
As Nazis and Bolsheviks have each produced an ersatz 


Socialism” 


that is now combining into one shoddy article 


since Hitler and Stalin embraced, there is no reason why 
each should not glorify the shoddy industrial output of each 


nation as well. 


Swindlers have been known to swindle 


each other as well as their victims, and the Nazi-Communist 
ersatz exchange is another example of this phenomenon. 





AN EXPLODED DOGMA 
F the U. S. Chamber of Commerce and its affiliated cor- 


porate dynasties are right in saying that private capitalism 
must continue in all industry, then the annual report of the 


Tenessee Valley Authority must be wrong. 


The report 


shows that it is on a paying basis, and that demands upon 


its service are increasing because of its low rtaes. 


Con- 


sumers of T.V.A. power increased from 42,000 at the end 
of the 1938 fiscal year to 340,000 at the end of the 1939 


fiscal year. 


And all of this was accomplished without paying enor- 
mous salaries to high moguls or paying big profits to top 


hat absentee owners. 


TVA has violated the sacred dogma 


of private capitalism which declares that unless bankers 
and capitalists own industry and are enriched by that owner- 
ship the nation will go to the bow wows. 

If a large installment of nation-ownership of power can 
do so well why not expand nation-ownership to other basic 


industries ? 
should you? 


Big-wigs of capitalism oppose this but why 





RESPONSIVE POODLES 
AS the old year drew to a close last week, Herr Josef 
Stalin took two of his American poodles out for an air- 


ing. Securely leashed, 


they barked at each pull of the 


halter and Joe was pleased with their performance. 
The Abraham Lincoln Brigade and the America Student 
Union refused to see anything wrong in the Russian war 


against Finland. 


of 322 


attack and by a vote of 286 to 


The student convention rolled up a vote 
to 29 against a resolution condemning the Russian 
28 even rejected a 


proposal 


that the matter be sent to a referendum of the members. 

This loyal response of the student poodle to Herr Stalin's 
training should be rewarded by attaching a badge of the 
Order of Lenin to the poodle’s collar for distinguished ser- 
vice to the expectant butcher of Finland. 
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Teacher Union Chiefs 
Cover Up C. P. Control 








From HENRY R. LINVILLE 
President of the Teachers Guild 
To the Editor: 

The editor of The New Leader ought to be pleased to 
have himself proved a prophet. 

On July 8, 1939, this excellent weekly printed an edi- 
torial entitled “A Dishonest Maneuver.” The piece dealt 
brietly with the action of the American Youth Congress in 
meeting the demand from a small dissident group at the 
New York Convention that the Congress denounce the Com- 
munist dictatorship as it had often denounced the t fascist 
variety. Quite a stir had been¢ Se ee ee eee 
raised in the Congress. The up- until at the June, 1939, 
shot of the challenge from the election the dominating 
so-called “wreckers and splitters” faction won 90 percent of the 
was the adoption of a resolution, vote. The minority, consisting 
offered by James Carey, of a group of Lovestonites, Trot- 
tary of the C.1.0. His proposal 
supported the basic freedoms to 
keep the doors of the Congress 
open “to all young people, re- 
gardless of race, creed, religion 
or political label, whether Repub- 
lican, Democratic, Socialist, Com- 
munist, Fascist of any other kind. 
The resolution also renounced “all 
forms of dictatorship, regardless 
of whether they be Communist, 
Fascist, Nazi or any other type” 

Maneuver Succeeds 
That seemed to be going a long 
organization which 
i@ well-informed knew to be 
-controlled. But was 
It needed 
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proceedings following. 
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democracy”! | the P - ‘ 
New | roll up big profits in the 


eatest 

ie Teachers Union of 
York, Local 5, American Federa- 
tlon ot Teachers, for the pas 
tour years has been under the 
indictment of being Stalinist-con- 
This control has grown 


croppers and okies 
| Pittsburgh. 


trolled 


ar and chaos. 
willing to have money deducted from 
their wages to purchase socalled sec- 
ond mortgage bonds; with litigation 
In other inst 
lect their full pay, and hand to the boss ten or fifteen 
dollars, bound to a flimsy promise that the money will 
be returned when the price of coal rises 
Tom Girdlers continue 
Little Steel area. 


lowering the price of fuel, 


little attention is being paid 
miners will soon be in the desperate class of 


To the Editor 


S0- cal lled 
had lost signific- 
ance. The New York Stalinists, 
together with a similar control- 
ling group in the Philadelphia 
teachers union, had headed a 
powerful aggregation in the na- 
tional union of teachers that now 
total membership of 

Although the liberal 
element barely succeeded in Au- 
gust, 1939, in electing as presi- 
dent of the American Federation 
of Teachers the distinguished 
Columbia professor of Education, 
George S. Counts, every other 
anti-Stalinist candidate for a 
place on the national executive 
council was defeated by a consid- 
erable majority. On all major 
issues coming before the conven- 
tions since 1935, the Stalinists 
have always won. 


Teachers Local Covers Up 


But that much-maligned Dies 
Committee became interested and 


skyists, Socialists, and 


Independents, 


claims a 
over 32,000. 


Coalminers Desperate —— 
From ALLAN SKEMP a 


Editor: 

Here in those semi-desolate regions 
conditions are growing from bad to 
Coal 
mines 
getting financial 
whom they 
threaten to 
operations which would create more 
joblessness. 
te€ 


| 
operators cannot work | 
and collieries without 

assistance from the 
are exploiting. 
abandon entire 


are in a 
So they are 
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Enjoys Schlamm’s 
Foreign Analyses 


From 
MABEL TRAVIS‘ WOOD 


To the Editor: 

THE NEW LEADER keeps me 
in touch with labor news not 
carried by other newspapers. 
I find its analysis of foreign 
events always interesting and 
lucid, and particularly enjoy 
the wit of Willi Schlamm. 











wanted to know the facts. Some 
of the picture was presented at” 
a recent hearing in Washington. 
It seems to have been enough to 
cause more worry in the New 
York local than anyone would 
have imagined. 

Over a recent week-end the 
delegate assembly of the New 
York public school teachers’ union 
held a meeting and adopted by 
what was reported to be “an over- 
whelming majority, a new state- 
ment of policy”. In the new dec- 
laration of policy now available 
to the public the union proclaims 
its interest in the schools, the 
children, the parents anu the 
teachers. It is loyal to organized 
labor, and believes in the demo- 
cratic form of government which 
guarantees the same basic free- 
doms approved by the Youth 
Congress. It therefore 

“Rejects all other forms of 
government, whether they be Na- 
zist, Communist, Socialist o 
Fascist.” 

Near the end of the statement 
comes the proclamation that the 
Union will not “inquire into the 
racial origins or religious or po- 
beliefs” of who seek 
membership. There was no dis- 
avowal of Stalinist connection. 
Thus, the Communists are not to 
be disturbed in their control. 

The new policy of this known 
wie an Ge body of 
New York City teachers was 
given publicity by the Communist 
‘arty whip in the recent conven- 
ions of the national union. He 
actual leader of the New 
union. It may be too late 
m to repeat the threadbare 
proclamation that the Soviet 
Union is a democracy, and for 
the Daily Worker to back him up. 

Otherwise Editor Oneal was a 
good prophet! 
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